As you recall the Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project (SWFDP) for Southeast Africa, aimed at further exploring and enhancing the use of existing NWP Products and outputs including Ensemble Prediction Systems (EPSs), available through WMO’s Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS), completed its demonstration phase in November 2007 and was evaluated.  The evaluation showed that the project was well implemented and was a successful demonstration of how developing countries could be assisted to reduce the technology gap and increase their capacity in operational severe weather forecasting.

The time is right to move on to the next phase of the project, that is, the rollout of the project in Southern Africa.  The first step in this process is organizing a training event to focus on the gaps identified so far in the SWFDP, probabilistic forecasting, the use of Meteosat Second Generation data in Nowcasting, PWS issues related to service delivery and links to the user community including the disaster management and the media, as well as on detailed discussions of the implementation and operation plan for both the DPFS and PWS aspects of the project.  The Meteorological Association of Southern Africa (MASA) supports the rollout of the project as well as the training event.  I have the pleasure to announce that at the kind invitation of South Africa, a Regional Training Workshop on the Use of GDPFS Products and Public Weather Services Aspects will be held for two weeks in Pretoria from 10 to 21 November 2008.  

The first week of the workshop, dedicated to GDPFS, will provide an overview of the SWFDP, guidance products available for international and regional centres, EPS, verification techniques, nowcasting using MSG.  The second week will focus on PWS issues in particular relation between NMHSs, disaster management and media, basics of 

an effective early warning system, socio-economic application of Public Weather Services and the importance of outreach to and education of the public and other users.  During the second week, relevant managers of national disaster management organizations will be invited to participate, with the view to improve meteorological warning services to meet their needs.

