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THE USAID/NOAA GOAL TO UPGRADE THE IO GLOBAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM
(Submitted by Mr Curtis Barrett)

Summary: 

Under USAID funding, NOAA plans to upgrade portions of the Indian Ocean Global Telecommunications System so that data and warnings for all hazards including Tsunamis will reach selected National Centers within a few minutes of the time the message was sent.  NOAA is partnering with the World Meteorological Organization and plans to upgrade slow links in the GTS Indian Ocean regional network in Sri Lanka and Maldives.  NOAA is also assessing functionality of  National Wide Area Networks that link data and warnings from National Meteorological Offices, National Disaster warning and response centers and seismic  centers so that Warnings can be transmitted  instantaneously to people at risk in coastal regions.  

