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RSMC Melbourne Operational Practices/Activities and Role for Emergency Response Activities
(Submitted by Mr Chris Ryan)

Summary: 

The role of RSMC Melbourne in monitoring and responding to environmental emergency incidents is described, with a focus on operational practices and activities which may be relevant to the operation of Tsunami Warning Centres. The primary aim of the Environmental Emergency Response system in use at RSMC Melbourne has been to enable a response (dissemination of dispersion and trajectory forecasts) to nuclear incidents and emergencies. Over time the systems have been extended to handle non-nuclear incidents such as volcanic eruptions, chemical accidents, wildland fires and biological emergencies, such as Foot and Mouth Disease outbreaks. The operational procedures which are in place to respond to such incidents are described and related issues which might apply to tsunami warning operations are highlighted. The operation of the Darwin Volcanic Ash Advisory Centre is also briefly described.

