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"Multi-hazard approach for better early warning

and disaster risk reduction"
(Submitted by Mr Yuichi Ono)

As tsunami disasters are less frequent in most countries, issuance of tsunami warning should be handled in a framework of multi-hazard approach by a designated warning agency such as NMHS in each country.  Responding agency, namely, National Disaster Management Office or a similar agency, must be capable of handling different kinds of warning.  Intensive capacity building activities are needed to meet with this requirement because most NDMO in the Indian Ocean countries were not 24/7 operational before the 26 December 2004 Tsunamis and do not have capacity to handle large disasters.  

Multi-hazard approach also needs to be understood by public.  Education and public awareness activities are key for them to understand different response to different hazards.  Otherwise, local residents in developing countries will be confused and right actions may not be taken.  Warning information must be disseminated to public in a simple, understandable language.  Local residents should be ready to take appropriate actions. Without proper training or drills, they cannot well respond to the warning. Again, multi-hazard approach is needed for response to different warning.  
