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STATUS OF PLANNING AND OPERATION OF A TSUNAMI EARLY WARNING IN TANZANIA

(Submitted by Dr. M.S.Mhita Director General Tanzania Meteorological Agency)

Summary

The United Republic of Tanzania was one of the Indian Ocean countries that were affected by the Tsunami of 26 December 2004 causing loss of 13 lives of damage to property worth 4 million US Dollars.

Apart from tsunamis, Tanzania is also affected by earthquakes, volcanoes and tropical cyclones.

There is an institution charged with operational seismology, volcanic activity or tsunamis. Efforts are being made to resolve this but the tsunami early warning system has now been entrusted to the TMA.

The TMA is participating in interim arrangements for exchange of tsunami warnings issued by TMA and TWC. There is need to strengthen the telecommunications and warning capability of TMA. This will include upgrading the GTS, strengthening national telecommunications and linkages with the Disaster Management Department and other relevant institutions. Installations of equipment for monitoring seismic activities, tides and waves will be needed and integrated into a single warning working synergy. Data processing capability of TMA needs to be enhanced so are the dissemination facilities.  

