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Review WMO Emergency Response Activities web pages
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Summary and purpose of document

This document identifies a need for a regular review and updating of the WMO ERA web pages; presents a few examples of problems with existing pages and invites the meeting to propose / discuss solutions
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to discuss the needs for a review of the WMO Emergency Response Activities web pages and make recommendation on how to proceed
1. INTRODUCTION
A major review and update of the WMO Emergency Response Activities web pages were undertaken by Australia, Canada and the WMO Secretariat in 2007-2008.  This included revisions to WMO TD-778 (RSMC SUPPORT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE Documentation for Meteorologists at NMS) available here:  
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPFSERA/td778.html
2. NEED FOR A REVISION / UPDATE
As with all web pages, a regular cycle of review and update is needed to ensure that the information remains current, relevant and useful.   A recent look at the WMO ERA web pages and emails from members of the nERA-CG show that it is time to review again. Another issue to deal with is that the structure, directories and file naming convention of the WMO web pages in general have changed during in the last 2 years. As a result, a number of links for ERA point to old web pages or pages that no longer exist.   
It is not the objective of this paper to go into the details of what needs to be done. However, to show a few examples of problems recently noted: 

A) 
Section 2 of WMO TD-778 (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPFSERA/td778-sec2.htm) is outdated and has inconsistencies with the MWO Manual on the GDPFS 
B) 
On http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPFSERA/EmergencyResp.html the ‘’Resources’’, ‘’Background’’ and ‘’Case Studies’’ show old documents and need updating
C) 
Web page http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPFSERA/procedures.htm will need updating to show the latest version of the Request for RSMC services form following the latest amendment to  Manual on the GDPFS as approved by CBS XIV
D) On the Commission for Basic Systems web page (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/BAS/CBS-info.html), the link for the ‘’Manuals / Guide’’ (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/manuals.html) has a ‘’Guidance for ERA / Environmental Emergency Response’’ link which leads to the old version of WMO TD-778: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPS/WMOTDNO778/Documentation-index.html
On that page, the link to ERA points to a dead link: http://www.wmo.int/HttpErrorCodes/index_en_404_en.html
E) 
Link http://www.wmo.int/web/www/DPFSERA/EmergencyResp.html is another version that is old and should be removed; the ''test the new ERA web pages here'' is dead
F) 
Many ERA pages are still found on www.wmo.ch . What is the status of that web site? Is it an alias for www.wmo.int or should the ERA web links be removed from there?
G) 
Need to include more information on the collaboration between WMO and CTBTO

3. THE ROAD FORWARD AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The WMO ERA web pages are our window to the world. It is important that they be current, relevant and useful.  The Meeting is invited to discuss the needs for an update and to make recommendations on how to proceed.  
