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IMPROVED PRODUCT DISTRIBUTION / ACCESS METHODS:
 RSMC MIRRORED WEB PAGES

(Submitted by Mr. Glenn Rolph - RSMC Washington)
Summary and purpose of document

This document provides a status update on the RSMC mirrored web pages since the last CBS meeting in Melbourne, Australia, in May 2008.
Action Proposed

The meeting is invited to discuss the issues raised and make recommendations.

1. Status of RSMC Mirrored Web Pages

Other than minor corrections to the scripts that produce the shading for the Lead RSMC, the primary modification to the RSMC mirrored web pages since the last meeting was the addition of a link to “meta-data” for each RSMC.  As was suggested at the last meeting in Melbourne in May 2008, the concept was to create a clickable link that would take the user to a listing of additional RSMC model products that could include higher resolution images, Google Earth output, and GRIB products.  This concept would allow the RSMCs to post additional products that would not fit in the standard mirrored web pages.

The contents of the meta-data link are dynamic such that a directory listing link is created for each event.  The RSMCs can add additional products to the directory as needed and create new directories for prolonged events or situations that require many products that are updated frequently.  Each RSMC posts the additional products to their own mirrored web site and the link on the mirrored web site points to that RSMC’s server for the additional products.  

Currently, RSMC Montreal and RSMC Washington have active links to the additional products, which include Google Earth output, higher temporal RSMC products, and PDF output.  RSMC Washington currently posts material for each monthly test to the meta-data directory.  We encourage other RSMC’s to participate in creating additional products and adding a link on their individual mirrored web page to these products.

For RSMCs considering added the link to additional products, RSMC Montreal and Washington place the additional products in a sub-directory of the RSMC system called:


US:   /restrict/US/arc/


CA:  /restrict/CA/arc/

However, these products can reside in other directory locations as long as the link points to the correct location.

RSMCs will need to also establish criteria for removing content from the meta-data directory once it is no longer needed.

Click on the link to « All Products » below the RSMC Washinton logo and current product date to view current RSMC Washington meta-data.  The RSMC Washington web page URL is :

https://ready.arl.noaa.gov/rsmc2-bin/jntrsmc.pl 
