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Aviation focal point for direct notification to Area Control Centres regarding the release of radioactive material in the atmosphere
(Submitted by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO))

Summary and purpose of document

This document is intended to inform the meeting about the enhancement of procedures that will be applicable as of 18 November 2010 for the provision of information concerning the release of radioactive material on the atmosphere to Area Control Centres (ACCs) in accordance to Annex 3 — Meteorological Service for International Air Navigation.
Action proposed


The meeting is invited to note the information.

1. Introduction

1.1 Annex 3 — Meteorological Service for International Air Navigation, paragraph 3.5 sets out the responsibilities for Meteorological Watch Offices (MWOs). As part of these responsibilities MWOs are tasked to provide information received concerning the release of radioactive material into the atmosphere, in their areas of responsibility or adjacent areas, to their associated area control centres (ACCs)/Flight Information Centres (FICs). In order to enhance flight safety, Amendment 75 to Annex 3, applicable in November 2010, will require that Volcanic Ash Advisory Centre (VAAC) London be the focal point to directly notify the ACCs concerned.

2. Discussion

2.1 According to the procedures currently established in Annex 3, the ACCs concerned should receive the information related to the accidental release of radioactive material in the atmosphere from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) through their associated MWOs. However, this information does not reach MWOs directly; it normally comes through the WMO regional specialized meteorological centres (RSMCs) and a single contact point in each State, which inevitably leads to delays which affect the safety of aircraft in flight. 
2.2 Therefore, ICAO, with the assistance of the International Airways Volcano Watch Operations Group (IAVWOPSG) has worked to find an alternative solution which consisted of forwarding the early notification provided by the IAEA without any modification or interpretation to the ACCs concerned. In this respect the following actions had been taken:

a) VAAC London (co-located with RSMC Exeter) had been invited to be the focal point for forwarding the direct notification received from IAEA to ACCs concerned;

b) VAAC London accepted such responsibility provided that semi-automated means of finding the correspondence between the geographical position of the accident/incident contained in the notification and the location indicators of the ACCs concerned were made available;

c) ICAO has developed a Geographical Information Systems facility which was tested in trials by VAAC London and was found satisfactory. In this regard it should be noted that, in order to assist VAAC London, ICAO is about to finish the development of a permanent database of relevant flight information regions (FIRs) and ACCs AFTN addresses for communication purposes;

d) VAAC London (with the assistance of VAAC Montreal) have developed a nuclear emergency message template, which will reproduce the information contained in the Emergency Message provided by IAEA to inform ACCs about the release of radioactive material through an aeronautical fixed telecommunication network (AFTN) message; and

e) a proposal for amendment of related procedures had been included in Amendment 75 to Annex 3.
3. Conclusion

3.1 Amendment 75 to Annex 3 was adopted by the ICAO Council on 22 February 2010. It will become applicable on 15 November 2010 (relevant parts included in the appendix to this paper) and includes a requirement for the direct notification to ACCs by VAAC London. 
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Attachment

RELEVANT PART OF AMENDMENT 75 TO ANNEX 3

. . .

CHAPTER 3.    WORLD AREA FORECAST SYSTEM

AND METEOROLOGICAL OFFICES

3.4    Meteorological watch offices
. . .


3.4.1    A Contracting State, having accepted the responsibility for providing air traffic services within a flight information region or a control area, shall establish, on the basis of regional air navigation agreement, one or more meteorological watch offices, or arrange for another Contracting State to do so.


3.4.2    A meteorological watch office shall:


a)
maintain continuous watch over meteorological conditions affecting flight operations within its area of responsibility;

. . .


g)
supply information received concerning the accidental release of radioactive materials into the atmosphere, in the area for which it maintains watch or adjacent areas, to its associated ACC/FIC, as agreed between the meteorological and ATS authorities concerned, and to aeronautical information service units, as agreed between the meteorological and appropriate civil aviation authorities concerned. The information shall comprise location, date and time of the accident, and forecast trajectories of the radioactive materials.

Note.— The information is provided, at the request of the delegated authority in a State or by WMO regional specialized meteorological centres (RSMC) for the provision of transport model products for radiological environmental emergency response, at the request of the delegated authority of the State in which the radioactive material was released into the atmosphere, or the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The information is sent by the RSMC to a single contact point of the national meteorological service in each State. This contact point has the responsibility of redistributing the RSMC products within the State concerned.  Furthermore, the information is provided by IAEA to RSMC co-located with VAAC London (designated as the focal point) which in turn notifies the ACCs concerned about the release.
— END —

