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Summary and purpose of document

This document presents an update on the use of common web-based technology to exchange information between RSMCs. 

Action Proposed  

The Group is invited to note the information and to consider specific actions to be taken for all RSMCs to host mirrored web pages and exchange products with all other RSMCs through the use of mirrored web sites and well as participating in the future development of the web pages.
1.  Overview

RSMC Washington, together with RSMCs Montréal and Melbourne, developed a set of password-protected mirrored web sites for displaying the 3 RSMC’s model products in early 2000 and have regularly tested the system in monthly exercises. At the CBS-DPFS/ERA Nuclear Emergency Response Activities Coordination Group meeting held in Vienna in May of 2006, it was decided that all RSMCs should send their products to the ftp servers of RSMC Washington, Montréal, and Melbourne and that the mirrored web site would be expanded to include all 8 RSMCs.  A second step would be for all RSMCs to establish the mirrored web site on their own web servers.

2. Progress

As a first step in the development of the expanded web pages, RSMC Washington requested and received country icons from each RSMC to be used on the common web pages.  The web page scripts were then modified to be able to handle all 8 RSMC’s model products for the initial response.  The expanded web page scripts and instructions on how to install them were sent to all RSMCs for implementation on their web servers in August of 2006.
Since no model products were transferred as of May 2007, a reminder was sent with instructions on how and where to ftp model products to on the web servers of RSMC Washington, Montréal, and Melbourne.

The first successful transfer of products occurred in August of 2007 when RSMC Tokyo uploaded model products during the IAEA exercise at the Bilibino facility in Russia.  Since this was the first attempt by most RSMCs to transfer model products to RSMC Washington, Montréal, and Melbourne, there were some problems encountered ; most notable was that some RSMCs only posted to one or two common web sites.  It is not known if communication problems prevented the products from being received by all three web sites.  Following the exercise, further clarifications were sent to all RSMCs on how to properly transfer the model products to RSMC Washington, Montreal and Melbourne. Overall, it was a very successful test of the joint web page concept.

In October 2007, RSMC Obninsk established a mirrored web site and provided other RSMCs with access accounts.  RSMCs Washington, Montreal and Melbourne began regular transfer of monthly exercise products to RSMC Obninsk shortly thereafter.  RSMC Toulouse and Beijing also occasionally began sending their model products to RSMC Washington, Montreal and Melbourne in late 2007. 
3. Participation 

RSMCs Washington, Montréal, and Melbourne are encouraging all RSMCs to establish ftp accounts per the instructions provided to them and allow ftp access by all other RSMCs.  In addition, we would like to see the common web page format available on all RSMC web sites, if possible, so NMHSs will see common ‘’look and feel’’ pages and formats, no matter which RSMC’s web site it accesses.
4. Conclusion and follow-up actions 
The use of common mirror web pages by all RSMCs received strong support from the nERA Coordination Group at the Vienna meeting in May 2006.   Some significant progress has been made. In order to pursue the work towards achieving that goal, the following actions are proposed: 
1- That each RSMC inform the Meeting on what its views and / or plans are with respect to hosting a common mirror web site and transferring their products to the other RSMC common mirror web site. 
2- That technical or communications issues preventing the hosting of the web page or transfer of files to other common web pages be identified and that, if practical, actions to resolve these be defined.
3-That the other RSMCs be actively involved in helping improve the design and operation of the underlying scripts and share their ideas with all RSMCs.
