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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information related to the CG-NERA, including statements adopted by CBS-Ext.(10) and Cg-XVI.
Action Proposed
The meeting is invited to comment and advise on follow-up actions, and to consider them during discussions under the relevant agenda items. 

Appendix:
A – Excerpt of the CBS-Ext.(10)/APP_WP 4.4(1) on ERA, available at: ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Documents/SESSIONS/CBS-Ext(10)/English/Approved_tracked-changes/app_wp04-4(1)_en.doc  
B – Excerpt of the Cg-XVI/PINK03-1(3) on ERA, available at: ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Documents/SESSIONS/Cg-XVI/English/Approved%26Corrected/PINK03-1(3)_WWW_GDPFS_en_2.doc 
Appendix A

EXCERPT OF THE CBS-EXT.(10)/APP_WP 4.4(1) ON ERA
[…]

Emergency Response Activities – Atmospheric Transport Modelling (ATM)

4.4.40
The Commission, recalling the recommendation by CBS-XIV, noted that a plan was developed for the migration of the distribution of RSMC products from facsimile to e-mail/Internet distribution. The implementation will commence this year, and would be completed in 2011. The Commission however pointed out that the facsimile distribution should be continued for a certain period, in particular for regions where Internet capabilities were still limited.

4.4.41
The Commission noted a number of improvements over time and experience, including with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), to the existing RSMC products and therefore proposed: (1) the establishment of a lower cut off limit to display results on charts for time integrated air concentrations and for total deposition; and (2) the addition of two total accumulated deposition maps valid at t+24 and t+48 hours, and recommended an amendment to the Manual on the GDPFS , as found in Annex 3 to draft Recommendation 4.4/1 (CBS-Ext.(10)).  
4.4.42
The Commission noted that WMO had received correspondence from Austria wherein it indicated its intention to carry out the operational responsibilities for an RSMC with Activity Specialization in Atmospheric Transport Modelling in Backtracking, following successful demonstration of its capabilities during numerous tests in conjunction with the CTBTO. In this context, the Commission, following a briefing on the capabilities and proposal of NMC Vienna, agreed to designate it as RSMC Vienna, and recommended an amendment to the Manual on the GDPFS to add RSMC Vienna to the list of RSMCs with this Activity Specialization, as found in Annex 3 to draft Recommendation 4.4/1 (CBS-Ext.(10)).  
4.4.43
The Commission recalled the request by the Executive Council to review the WMO Technical Note 170, entitled: “Meteorological and Hydrological Aspects of Siting and Operations of Nuclear Power Plants”, and concluded that only a few sections of the publication that concerned CBS were out of date. It recommended these sections be thoroughly reviewed in order to contribute to an updated document that would be of greater relevance to users. At the same time the Commission noted that WMO continued its collaboration with the IAEA in relation to the current revision of its Safety Guide: “Meteorological and Hydrological Hazards in Site Evaluation for Nuclear Installations”, and noted an expert from the WMO Commission for Climatology was involved in this work.  

[…]

Appendix B

EXCERPT OF THE Cg-XVI/PINK03-1(3) ON ERA

[…]

Emergency Response Activities – atmospheric transport and dispersion modelling (ATM)

3.1.3.22
Congress encouraged the continued collaboration with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) as the lead UN agency for nuclear accidents and radiological emergencies, with the Preparatory Commission for Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) on meteorological aspects of Treaty Verification, and with other relevant international organizations on meteorological aspects of mitigating the major impacts of environmental emergencies related to airborne hazards, as examples, with the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) for volcanic ash, and with the World Health Organization (WHO) on public health protection.  

3.1.3.23
Congress noted the well-coordinated supply of useful radioactive atmospheric transport and dispersion prediction products by the RSMCs for Environmental Emergency Response (EER), arising from the Fukushima nuclear incident. Congress also noted the need for information on the interpretation of the prediction, and that the prediction maps should take into account the actual and accumulated emissions into the atmosphere. Congress therefore requested CBS to work with the IAEA and CTBTO to enhance the usefulness of these products, which should assist NMHSs in fulfilling their respective national responsibilities.

3.1.3.24
Congress considered that the nuclear emergency in Japan (March, April 2011) and the volcanic ash events in Europe (April, May 2010 and May 2011) represent important cases where the current collaboration with relevant international organizations (e.g. IAEA, WHO, CTBTO, ICAO, IMO) can be evaluated in order to benefit from the lessons learned. Congress requested the Secretary-General and CBS, in collaboration with other relevant technical commissions (e.g. CAeM), to take appropriate actions to review the existing procedures, taking advantage of similar activities carried out by relevant international organizations. In addition, noting that in such events, in the context of national disaster management practices there are issues associated with the provision of specialized meteorological information to the general public, including proper representation of this information. Congress requested CBS to review the EER procedures to strengthen these aspects in the Manual on the GDPFS.
3.1.3.25
Congress noted the successful collaboration with the IAEA on the development of a new IAEA Safety Guide, entitled: “Meteorological and Hydrological Hazards in Site Evaluation of Nuclear Installations”, which represented an important first step to the review requested by Cg-XV of the outdated WMO Technical Note 170, entitled: “Meteorological and Hydrological Aspects of Siting and Operations of Nuclear Power Plants”. This Safety Guide will act as an important guide to essential subject areas where technical methods and best practices should be updated in the revision of the WMO Technical Note. Congress also noted that several programmes and technical commissions should be involved in updating the Technical Note, and encouraged Members to consider nominating suitable experts to carry out this work. 

3.1.3.26
The representative from the IAEA expressed its appreciation for the continued good cooperation with WMO, especially on the WWW's programme on Emergency Response Activities (ERA). Congress noted that this collaboration was demonstrated in the most recent event in Japan to the benefit of all WMO Members and IAEA Member States. 

[…]
