CBS/CG-NERA/Doc. 6.2, p. 4

	WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION
________


COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS

OPAG on DPFS

COORDINATION GROUP FOR

NUCLEAR EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACTIVITIES



Vienna, Austria, 31 October - 4 November 2011
	
	CBS/CG-NERA/Doc. 6.2 

(28.X.2011)

_______

Agenda item: 6.2

Original: ENGLISH


WHO ROLE IN RESPONSE TO FUKUSHIMA NUCLEAR ACCIDENT

(Submitted by Z. Carr, WHO)

Summary and purpose of document

This document is an outline of the WHO presentation at the Coordination Group for Nuclear Emergency Response Activities (CG-NERA) - Vienna, Austria, 31 October - 4 November 2011

Health is a key aspect of human security and global public health security is one of the key priorities for the World Health Organization (WHO).

Following the 11 March 2011 earthquake and tsunami, the sever damage to the Fukushima NPS resulted in a major environmental disaster and a release of radioactive isotopes into the atmosphere. The risk of human exposure to radiation has received priority attention. Since then, WHO Headquarters, its Western-Pacific Regional Office (WPRO), and WHO centre in Kobe, Japan, have been involved in the response to the event.  .

Complementary to Emergency Conventions, the International Health Regulations (IHR) provide a legally binding global agreement to protect public health by preventing, detecting, assessing and responding to any public health emergency of international concern. The IHR mechanism reinforces capacities for monitoring global public health risk during radiation emergencies, whether resulting from natural, intentional or accidental events. The Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (MHLW) notified WPRO through the IHR National Focal Point (NFP) within a few hours after the event. WHO immediately communicated the event to all the Member States in the region through the NFPs. 

Full party to the Emergency Conventions, WHO is a member of the Inter-Agency Committee for Response to Nuclear Emergencies (IACRNE) and has a well defined role in the global system of the international response to nuclear emergencies. The existing arrangements for globally coordinated response and provision of assistance, as described in the JPlan (2010
), have proved efficient. In the aftermath of the Fukushima accident, international organizations demonstrated a strong commitment to mobilizing their efforts in support of the Japanese government to address safety of health, food, drinking water, environment, trade, travel, and nuclear safety issues stemming from the events of 11 March. 

WHO especially appreciates the support provided by the WMO in relation to weather forecast and meteorological products information. WMO provided technical assistance with information on meteorology and atmospheric dispersion, and on visualization and interpretation for planning appropriate public protection measures for the surrounding regions (Asia, North Pacific, North America) in case of dispersion of airborne radioactivity took place beyond Japan.  

The basis for the relations between the WHO and the WMO is defined by the 1952 exchange of the letters2 between the  Secretary General of WMO and the Director General of the WHO, which described the principles that govern the relations between the two Organizations as follows:

· (a) The Secretariats of the Organizations, with a view to facilitating the effective attainment of the objectives set forth in their respective constituent instruments within the general framework established by the Charter of the United Nations, will act in close cooperation with each other and will consult each other regularly in regard to matters of common interest and to this end agree to keep each other informed concerning all programmes of work and projected activities in which there may be mutual interest and to exchange pertinent information and documents;

· (b) Suitable arrangements will be made for the participation of each Organization in sessions and meetings of the assemblies, executive bodies and other organs and committees of the other Organization with respect to items to be discussed presenting an agreed common interest, and where appropriate for the convening of a joint committee or committees of the two Organizations;

· (c) Subject to such preliminary consultation as may be necessary, each Organization shall include on the agenda of the bodies mentioned in paragraph (b) above, items proposed by the other Organization.

WHO welcomes further discussions with WMO on identifying the nature and the scope of the cooperation between two agencies in the event of a nuclear emergency, as well as the opportunity to develop a joint Concept of Operations between relevant departments of WHO and WMO.

The public health risk for populations in and outside of Japan has been closely monitored. Health impact of the accident is largely restricted to Japan. There is currently little public health risk outside the planned evacuation zone. To date, no radiation injuries have been reported as a result of the accident. WHO is currently working with relevant agencies and national institutions on the preliminary health risk assessment project. A longer-term intervention is focusing on the health surveillance of the Fukushima prefecture population that is has been started by the Fukushima Medical University.
During the entire period of response to the Fukushima crisis, the information needs of WHO member states, mass media, and general public have been continuously monitored and addressed. Provision of timely, consistent, and accurate information to the public was one of the key components of the WHO response to Fukushima NPS accident.  WHO Member states requested advice focused on the following areas:

1) Travel Advisory

· Safety of travel to Japan, and nearby areas

· Border control measures

· Screening of passengers; aircraft; cargo; ships

2) Technical advice on interventions

· Evacuation, sheltering, use of potassium iodide, relocation , other  protective measures 

· Interpretation of monitoring data and radiation protection limits/values

· Food and drinking water safety

· Mental health impact of the accident and public information

WHO’s work is supported by a global network comprising more than 40 specialized institutions in radiation emergency medicine. The network, the Radiation Emergency Medical Preparedness and Assistance Network (REMPAN), provides technical assistance for radiation emergency preparedness and response. During the early response phase, REMPAN experts formed an AD-Hoc Expert Task Group and supported WHO response via regular teleconferencing and staying on close contact. 

Food safety issues added an additional dimension to this emergency. The activity concentrations of certain radionuclides in some food stuffs sampled within the Fukushima Prefecture and in adjacent areas have exceeded the action levels set by the MHLW in Japan for withdrawal from markets. In addition, radioactive contamination of the Pacific Ocean has raised concerns about seafood safety. The trend shows continuous decrease of contamination in foods. Food distribution and consumption restrictions are continuously updated based on food monitoring results. MHLW remains in close contact with WHO and regularly reports the results of radiological monitoring of food samples.

Technical briefing notes related to food safety aspects and regular updates on food monitoring results have been provided to Member States through the International Food Safety Authorities Network (INFOSAN). 

The lessons learned from the Fukushima accident add to the knowledge gained after the Chernobyl accident about the implications of living with the consequences of a major nuclear accident. The efforts on strengthening international and national preparedness and response to radiation emergencies requires a high level of coordination not only between UN agencies but also among all relevant stakeholders in the affected nation. 
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