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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides information on the Emergency Response Activities (ERA) within the Regional Association II (RA II, Asia). ERA in RA II was planned for the period 2013 – 2016 as part of activities by the Expert Group on the Operational Forecasting. In 2014, an explanatory document was distributed to all Members to provide the basic information on the Environmental Emergency Response (EER), and a questionnaire survey for non-registered Members was done to inquire the interest in EER.
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to discuss the Emergency Response Activities at a regional level, which are including the aspects of;
1. Monitoring of the provision of products and services by designated RA-II GDPFS Centres within the framework of the Emergency Response Activities Programme,
2. Advising on evolving requirements for ERA operational systems and services.
Annex:
-The working plans and status for TL-ERA in RA-II.
· Memorandum of the RSMCs for EER in RAII (draft minor revised)
· An explanatory document : The Environmental Emergency Response for WMO members in Regional Association II (Asia)
· A questionnaire sheet: Questionnaire on the WMO Environmental Emergency Response Service
Reference:
- Regional Association II (Asia) Fifteenth session, Doha, 13-19 December 2012 (WMO-No.1106)
· Seventeenth World Meteorological Congress, Geneva, 25 May-12 June 2015 (WMO-No.1157)
The 15th Regional Association II (RA II, Asia) session was held in December 2012. The Theme Leader in Emergency Response Activities (TL-ERA) was adopted as a member of the Expert Group on Operational Forecast (EG-OF). Main objectives of the activities by TL-ERA are

1)
Monitoring of the provision of products and services by designated RA-II GDPFS Centres within the framework of the Emergency Response Activities (ERA) Programme,

2)
Advising on evolving requirements for ERA operational systems and services.

   In 2006, the RSMCs in the region (RSMCs Beijing, Obninsk, and Tokyo) agreed on the arrangement for the joint response of the Environmental Emergency Response (EER) as the Memorandum of the RSMCs for EER in RA II. The memorandum was amended on 5 November 2010, and the objectives of the revision were; a) to deal effectively with the web-based distribution, and b) to enhance cooperation to achieve good reachability to the registered Members.

   In 2014, TL-ERA of RA II conducted activities regarding dissemination of the basic understanding of EER among Members and regarding a survey to inquire the interest of non-registered Members.
   In June 2015, the 17th World Meteorological Congress (Cg-17) noted the user request survey on ATDM products by the RA II TL-ERA, which is planned for the period 2015 – 2016.
1. Plans and Status of the activities
The 15th Regional Association II (RA II, Asia) session was held during 13–19 December 2012 in Doha, Qatar and approved its working structure for the period 2013 – 2016. The Theme Leader in Emergency Response Activities (TL-ERA) was newly placed as a member of the Expert Group on Operational Forecast (EG-OF), which was established under the Working Group on Weather Services (WGWS). Mr. Masami Sakamoto of the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) was appointed as TL-ERA, and he planned the activities for the period (see Annex I). The main objectives of the activities are;
1) Monitoring of the provision of products and services by designated RA-II GDPFS Centres within the framework of the Emergency Response Activities (ERA) Programme,

2) Advising on evolving requirements for ERA operational systems and services.

   The plan is mainly composed of two types of activities;

a) Confirmation of the contact information of registered Members and inquiry of the interest of non-registered Members in order to monitor the service provision and to explore potential beneficiaries,
b) Provision of the basic understanding on the service and products, and ascertain requests regarding the activities and systems from interested Members.

   The contact information has been examined every four month by the RSMCs in the region (see section 2). In October 2014, a questionnaire survey for non-registered Members was done, and an explanatory document on the basic knowledge regarding EER was disseminated for all Members within the region (see section 3). In June 2015, the 17th World Meteorological Congress (Cg-17) noted the user request survey planned for the period 2015 – 2016 by the RA II TL-ERA.
2. The memorandum and the outcome of the consolidation efforts by RA II RSMCs
   The 49th session of the WMO Executive Council (Ec-49) in 1997 designated three RSMCs in RA II (Beijing, Obninsk, and Tokyo). Because there are three centres in a region, communication among three parties is necessary when preparing and issuing the joint statement. The centres had found it very difficult to make consensus on the description of the statement in a timely manner. On 9 November 2006, three centres agreed on the Memorandum of the RSMCs for EER in RA II (see Annex II). The Memorandum provides the arrangement for the joint response with in the region, and the communication among the centres became getting smoother and better organized since then.

    On 5 November 2010, the amendment of the Memorandum was done to accommodate email and web provision of the products instead of facsimile distribution. At the same time, the centres agreed that each centre conducts the email and facsimile test once a year (three times a year in total), and added the arrangement on the communication test within the region as Memorandum C. The cooperative effort continues since then, and all registered members have become reachable either by email and/or by facsimile.  The effort by three centres sustains the contact information within the region, and it support basic measures to monitoring the service provision as part of ERA in RA II.
3. Distribution of an explanatory document and a questionnaire survey for non-registered Members
   According to the action plan, a draft questionnaire and an explanatory document on the basic issues of EER was prepared by TL-ERA. The experts in the region: Mr. Wai-man Ma (Hong Kong Observatory: HKO) and Dr. Seungbum Kim (Korea Meteorological Administration: KMA) were asked about their opinions. Then the documents were reviewed by the representatives of RSMCs Beijing, Obninsk, and Tokyo, by the chair and the co-chair of ET-ERA, and by the official at the DPFS (Data Processing and Forecast Systems) office at the WMO Secretariat.
On 23 September 2014, the DPFS office sent a Secretary General’s letter to ask Permanent Representatives (PR) regarding their Delegated Authorities (DA) and Operational Contact Points (OP). To make the most of the opportunity to get collaborative effect, the explanatory document and the questionnaire were soon reported to the coordinators of EG-OF: Mr. Yuki Honda (JMA) and Ms. Irina Zaytseva (Uzhydromet), and to the chair of WGWS: Mr. Boon-Leung Choy (HKO). On 7 October 2014, the explanatory document (see Annex III) was distributed to 35 Member organizations by the director of the Regional Association Asia and southwest Pacific (RAP) office at WMO Secretariat: Dr. Chung Kyu Park (KMA). On 8 October 2014, the questionnaire (Annex IV) was sent to seven non-registered Members accordingly.
PR of the Meteorological Department of the State of Kuwait (one of the non-registered members) provided the DPFS office with the information of DA and OP, while the deputy director general of the Maldives meteorological service (another non-registered Member) kindly responded to the RA II questionnaire indicating that the organization did not have an immediate interest in the EER service. Then the number of registered members became 29 out of 35, and the contact information for all the registered Members are maintained appropriately.
4. Other businesses
On 16 October 2014, the Assistant Director of Hong Kong Observatory: Mr. Kit Chi Tsui, who is responsible for the nuclear disaster prevention procedures and is OP of the organization, visited JMA. TL-ERA presented him the basic information of WMO ERA and EER service within the region.
On 15 February 2015, the Director of the Legal and International Affairs Department of Islamic Republic of Iran Meteorological Organization (IRIMO): Ms. Mina Jabbari asked TL-ERA about the GTS message WNXX01 IAEA. IRIMO could not receive the message through GTS. TL-ERA kindly explained that WNXX01 IAEA is sent by RTH Offenbach and suggested that it is more appropriate to ask RTH regarding the issue.
Some of the registered Members in the region have asked TL-ERA to inform them of the exercise schedules beforehand, especially when WNXX01 IAEA is sent though GTS. TL-ERA kindly announces them not only on the scheduled exercises but also on unscheduled ones like Convex conducted by IAEA.
5. Future Plan
The user request survey planned for the period 2015 – 2016, which was noted by Cg-17, will be done by the end of 2016. The email and facsimile test will continue. Support and assistance by RSMCs in the region (Beijing, Obninsk, and Tokyo) and by the related experts and officials in ET-ERA and RA II would be greatly appreciated.
Annex I

The working plan for TL-ERA in RA-II

	Task
	Key Deliverable
	Activity
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Monitoring of the provision of products and services by designated RA-II GDPFS Centres within the framework of the Emergency Response Activities (ERA) Programme.
	• Improve the provision measures for the products and services by designated RSMCs for the registered RA-II members. 

• Explore of potential registration of non-registered member states.
	• Carry out email / fax tests to improve reachability for the registered NMHSs and organizations in RA-II.
	done
	done
	X
	X

	
	
	• Carry out questionnaires for non-registered RA-II members.
	
	done
	
	

	Advising on evolving requirements for ERA operational systems and services
	• Provide better understanding of the standard products and the joint statement of ERA. 

•  Monitor of the user requests for ERA to improve the activity.
	• Provide registered RA-II members and related organizations with a concise guidance for the standard products and the joint statement of ERA.
	
	done
	
	

	
	
	• Carry out user request survey using questionnaires for registered members and potential users
	
	
	X
	X
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Memorandum of the RSMCs for EER in RAII 

Memorandum A
 The Procedures for Joint Statements by RSMCs in RAII

(Issued on 9 Nov. 2006, amended on 5 Nov 2010)
RSMC Beijing

RSMC Obninsk

RSMC Tokyo 
1. All RSMCs in RAII propose their draft for the joint statement to the chief RSMC in RAII based on the result of their own model.
2. The chief RSMC refers to those drafts and makes a draft of the joint statement then sends it to other RSMCs.
3. RSMCs send their comments to the chief RSMC on the draft of the joint statement.
4. The chief RSMC refers to the comments and adjusts the draft of the joint statement then re-sends a new version of draft to other RSMCs.
5. When the RSMCs agree, they indicate their agreement to the chief RSMC. 
Otherwise, the RSMCs re-send their comments to the chief RSMC.

6. All RSMCs repeat the procedures 4 and 5 until an agreement.
7. When all RSMCs reach agreement, the chief RSMC distributes the joint statement to expected recipients.

(The all communications should be based on FAX. Duplication by e-mail is more desirable.)
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Memorandum B
Chief RSMC in RAII

(Issued on 9 Nov. 2006, amended on 5 Nov 2010)
RSMC Beijing

RSMC Obninsk

RSMC Tokyo 
1. Each RSMC shall send a notification of its receipt of request to the other RSMCs within 2 hours from the request. All RSMCs can substitute their products for the notification if in time. This procedure will be conducted to confirm each other’s activation and capability of communication.
2. a) If one of RSMCs has not confirmed its activation within two hours, further work is performed by the two other centers.
    b) When the request is received by the RSMC, but the RSMC can not communicate with other RSMCs, the RSMC performs all work for itself, including Joint statement production.
3. If “this year’s chief RSMC” for joint statements can not communicate to the others, “next year’s chief RSMC” shall play the leading role instead.
4. The chief RSMC will send notifications to the other RSMCs about its leading role.

5. The chief RSMC for joint statements shall be in the following order.
6. The chief RSMC will send an email announcement to the expected recipients, when all RSMSs in operation posted their products on the Mirrored Web-sites.
	Year
	chief RSMC in RAII

	2015
	Tokyo

	2016
	Obninsk

	2017
	Beijing

	2018
	Tokyo

	2019
	Obninsk

	2020
	Beijing

	:
	:
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Memorandum C
Communication Test by Email / FAX in RAII

(Issued on 5 Nov 2010)
RSMC Beijing

RSMC Obninsk

RSMC Tokyo 
1. To review the contact information, RSMCs in RAII will conduct communication tests of operational email / fax contact points in the region.
2. Each RSMC will conduct a communication test once a year as indicated in the table below.
	Month
	RSMC

	March
	Beijing 

	July
	Obninsk

	November
	Tokyo


3. A RSMC that has conducted such a communication test will report the result to other RSMCs as well as the WMO Secretariat.
4. If a centre cannot conduct a test, the centre shall report the reason in its annual report.
Note: The memorandum C should be effective in the year 2011 after the WMO Secretariat has completed the initial version of email and fax contact list in the region.
