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Discussions on the manual for the non-nuclear ERA
(Submitted by M. Sakamoto)

Summary and purpose of document

This document introduces a series of the discussions on the draft manual for the non-nuclear ERA by the chair and the co-chair of ET-ERA, and the expert from RSMC Tokyo.
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to discuss the issues to establish reliable services of the non-nuclear ERA chiefly for the Member states of WMO. The discussions have covered wide varieties of issues, and clarified some concepts and details of the operation, while some of the issues are still being concerned.
Reference:
- The draft of the document of the non-nuclear ERA for the new GDPFS manual.
On 6 June 2015, the chair of ET-ERA asked the members for their suggestions and opinions by the deadline of 10 June 2015. The member from RSMC Tokyo asked a major revision of the document casting many concerns, although the document was once discussed by the team at the meeting in College Park 2013. Then a series of discussions by the chair and co-chair to convince the member started. Many concepts and details of non-nuclear ERA service have been clarified in the course of the dialogue. Not yet all issues are agreed. This document introduces the outcome from the discussions.
1. Clarified Issues

Concepts and details clarified by the discussions include;
· The non-nuclear ERA will be started as a service only for the WMO Members
· Recipients are not necessarily associated to an RMSC in the same Regional Association.
· Contributing Members can be designated as a RSMC even when they don’t have chemical treatments and risk assessment measures (like AEGL, ERPG, and TEE) in their ATDM system.  Chemical treatments and the risk evaluation information should be added when they are available.
· ATDMs cannot simulate explosion, since explosion carries tracers way faster than the flow of the atmosphere. Therefore descriptions on explosions should be deleted.

· There is no information broadcasting on GTS for non-nuclear ERA
· Scientific evaluations and assessments on ATDM and NWP used for ATDM are necessary, but this is not particular issue to non-nuclear ERA. Evaluations for nuclear ERA are equally needed.
· The incidents like “Smoke from forest, grass or peat fires” might require several months of 24/7 operations depending on the Members’ requests. So the candidate centres need to prepare to sustain such heavy burdens by prolonged 24/7 operations.
· Results of tests, exercises, and demonstrations of non-nuclear ERA should be added to WMO TD-778. Such documents can indicate usefulness of non-nuclear ERA for users.
2. Concerned Issues

Remaining concerns of the expert from RSMC Tokyo include:
· The joint response, as adopted for nuclear ERA, is more appropriate than the one-to-one service between a NMHS and a RSMC, when considering predictabilities and uncertainties of ATDM products. 
· Products redistribution by recipients should be deleted from the manual. Usage of the ATDM charts should be defined by recipients, in accordance with their responsibilities within the country. 
· Backtracking and forward ATDM cases, in which emission source is alleged to be outside of the requestor Member can be used with wrongful intentions and/or political purposes.
Incidentally, the qualification needs to be examined for all candidate organizations, even if they nominate themselves as a RSMC at the initial nomination.
