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(Submitted by the Co-Chair)

Summary and purpose of document

This document presents an overview of recent discussions regarding the draft operational procedures for non-Nuclear ERA for incorporation into the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485).
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to review the current draft version of the operational procedures for non-nuclear ERA.
Reference:
- The draft of the document of the non-nuclear ERA for the new GDPFS manual.
In recent years, the WMO's Manual on the GDPFS has been undergoing a major revision and restructuring.  In May 2015, WMO sent a letter to Member States with a link to the draft revised Manual and asking for comments and feedback. However the draft non-nuclear ERA documents were not included at the time because they had not yet been completed.  On 6 June 2015, the chair of ET-ERA requested feedback from all members regarding their suggestions and opinions of the draft operational procedures for non-Nuclear ERA for incorporation into the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485) by the deadline of 10 June 2015.  
Approval with only minor corrections was received from most RSMCs.  However, the member from RSMC Tokyo asked for major revisions to the document citing many carefully thought out concerns. In the following months there was much discussion between the member from RSMC Tokyo, the chair and the co-chair of the ET-ERA to work through the specific concerns raised.  A subsequent modified version of the draft non-Nuclear ERA documents with suggested changes as of 30 October 2015 is presented in the attached zip file.  Some of these changes are relatively minor, such as changing all references to "atmospheric transport modelling" to "atmospheric and dispersion modelling (ATDM)", while others are more significant, such as the deletion of references to authorized international organisations being able to request products and deletion of the reference to the ability of requesting NMHSs to redistribute products to other NMHSs if appropriate in Appendix A.II.2.2.9-a.  

It should be noted that the member for RSMC Tokyo has some additional remaining concerns regarding the draft procedures.  These concerns, together with the suggested changes to the draft documents, will be discussed in agenda item 5.3.1 of the present meeting.  
Ultimately the ET-ERA will need to decide whether the resulting modified procedures are considered acceptable to be presented to Member States for comments and feedback.
