	WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION
________


COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS

EXPERT TEAM ON

EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACTIVITIES



COLLEGE PARK (MD), USA, 21-25 OCTOBER 2013
	
	CBS/ET-ERA/Doc. 2.1(2) 

(18.IX.2013)

_______

Original: ENGLISH


EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1.
OPENING OF THE MEETING

The Meeting of the CBS Expert Team on Emergency Response Activities (ET-ERA) will open at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, 21 October 2013 at NOAA Center for Weather and Climate Prediction (NCWCP), in College Park, Maryland, USA.  The meeting will be opened by the Chairperson of the Expert Team, Mr René Servranckx (Canada).  It is expected that welcoming remarks will be made by the hosting organization, NOAA/NCWCP, as well as by the WMO Secretariat on behalf of the WMO Secretary-General.  
2.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

2.1
Adoption of the agenda

The Chairperson will invite the Team to consider the provisional agenda, with the view to its adoption.
2.2
Working arrangements

The Team will agree on the details concerning the organization of its work, including the working hours and any other practical session arrangements.  The documentation for the meeting and the meeting itself will be in English.  A Documentation Plan (INF. 1) has been developed to assist participants to prepare for the meeting, which is posted on the WMO web site at:
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html 

linked to the banner for the meeting.  Participants are requested to prepare and submit documented inputs in advance of the meeting so that they can be made accessible to all participants at the above-mentioned Web site.  All participants are invited to contribute to all agenda items.  The list of contributors in the Document Plan reflects items identified so far and will be updated as needed.
3.
INTRODUCTION

3.1
Outcomes of CBS-15 (2012) and EC-65 (2013), including DPFS structure and ET Terms of Reference

The Team will be presented with background information related to the OPAG on DPFS, including recalling the relevant outcomes of the fifteenth session of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS-15, Jakarta, Indonesia, September 2012), which defined a direction for the work and activities of the OPAG on DPFS, its structure and Terms of Reference, and decisions by the sixty-fifth session of the WMO Executive Council (EC-65, Geneva, Switzerland, May 2013).  The Team will be invited to comment and advise on follow-up actions, and to consider them during discussions under the relevant agenda items.

3.2
Report of the chair and co-chair on nuclear and non-nuclear ERA, respectively

The Chairperson will provide introductory remarks regarding the work of the Expert Team, with particular focus on the role and operational procedures of WMO in providing meteorological support to nuclear and non-nuclear emergencies, as well as the main goals for this meeting.  
4.
NUCLEAR ERA

4.1
Review of actions from previous meeting (Vienna, Austria, 2011)
The Team will review the progress made on the actions listed from its previous meeting (Vienna, Austria, October-November 2011).  
4.2
Status of operational implementation / activities of RSMCs / RTH Offenbach

Representatives of the RSMCs and RTH Offenbach will provide reports of the status of their respective operations in relation to the WMO Regional and Global Arrangements, including RSMC products, dissemination, coordination of their respective responsibilities (function or geographical region), emergency incidents, routine exercises, etc.  Operational issues will be raised for discussion under the relevant agenda items.  

4.3
Cooperation with other international organizations (IAEA, ICAO, WHO, CTBTO)

Representatives of IAEA, ICAO, WHO and CTBTO are invited to report on their role in nuclear emergency response, and the relevance of WMO RSMCs/RTH support, and to indicate how their respective needs are met by the current WMO Regional and Global Arrangements, with the view of identifying issues and possible enhancements to the present system of meteorological support.  
4.4
Improved product distribution / access methods

The Team will discuss the status of the implementation of the mirrored Web sites among RSMCs and coordination issues related to the operational delivery of RSMC products in a way that meets the needs WMO Members, IAEA, as well as other relevant International Organizations (e.g. ICAO, WHO).  

4.5
User’s requirements for products and services

The Team will review the user’s requirements for specialized RSMC atmospheric transport modeling products and services.  

4.6 Public information
Cg-16 and subsequently CBS-15 noted the increasing need to provide meteorological information for general public interest as well as special user applications.  The Team will discuss this issue and will agree on the way forward.
4.7
Capacity development and outreach

Noting that CBS-15 requested WMO Members who host RSMCs to consider the provision of appropriate training courses in the use and interpretation of their guidance and products, the Team will review its activities in relation to capacity building and outreach, and make proposals and plans where appropriate (updating its work plan).
4.8
Ensemble atmospheric transport modelling

The meeting will be briefed on progress made on this subject and discuss proposals for further developments and tests.  

4.9
Review of current procedures and standards, with a view of developing proposed amendments to the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485)
The Team, benefiting from the reports of the participants in the meeting, will consider revisions to the current procedures and standards, and to develop proposed amendments to the relevant sections of the Manual on the GDPFS.  The Team should note that the next session of the Commission for Basic System is planned for September 2014, when the new Manual on the GDPFS will be presented and discussed.  

4.10
Report on the work of the Task Team on Meteorological Analyses for Fukushima-Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant Accident, including the publication: “The World Meteorological Organization’s Evaluation of Meteorological Analyses for the Radionuclide Dispersion and Deposition from the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant Accident”
The Team will be informed of the work of the Task Team on Meteorological Analyses for Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant Accident.  

4.11
Status of the revision of the WMO Technical Note 170: “meteorological and Hydrological Aspects of Siting and Operations of Nuclear Power Plants”

The Team will be briefed on progress made on this subject.  

5.
NON-NUCLEAR ERA

5.1
Review of actions from previous meeting (Melbourne, Australia, 2012)

The Team will review the progress made on the actions listed from the previous meeting of the Task Team on non-Nuclear ERA (Melbourne, Australia, November 2012).  
5.2
Report on the Exercise (2013)
The Team will be presented with the outcomes of the Exercise (2013) and will discuss areas for improvement in the operational procedures.  
5.3
Review of the operational procedures, with a view of proposing amendments to the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485)
The meeting of the Task Team on non-Nuclear ERA (Melbourne, Australia, November 2012) reviewed existing practice and procedures, and further developed them for the new Manual on the GDPFS.  Based on the outcomes of the Exercise (2013), which test the new procedures, the Team will revise them with the view to propose amendments to the Manual on the GDPFS. 
5.4
Cooperation with other international organizations (ICAO, WHO)

The Team will be informed about cooperation with relevant international organizations (e.g. ICAO, WHO), in particular to consider development of suitable linkages or arrangements for environmental emergency response where meteorological support is needed.
5.5
Capacity development and outreach

The Team will review its activities in relation to capacity building, and make proposals and plans where appropriate (updating its work plan).
6.
ERA WEBSITE CONTENT AND STRUCTURE

The Team will review the ERA web pages at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ DPFSERA/EmergencyResp.html and make proposals and plans where appropriate (updating its work plan).  
7.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS (AOB)

7.1
Links to the work of the CBS Task Team on the Provision of Meteorological Assistance to Humanitarian Agencies
The Team will be informed of the work of the CBS Task Team on the Provision of Operational Meteorological Assistance to Humanitarian Agencies, and will discuss synergies with the ET-ERA.  

The Team will consider any other business arising.  
8.
CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

The meeting of the CBS Expert Team on the Emergency Response Activities (ET-ERA) is estimated to close at 17:00 on Friday, 25 October 2013.
