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Summary and purpose of document

We present a short summary of the activities of the ET-ERA and invite the members to participate actively in the discussions / follow up actions that will be identified at the meeting.
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to note and discuss the information presented in this paper
1. INTRODUCTION 

This is the first meeting of the Expert Team for Emergency Response Activities (ET-ERA) since the decision by CBS-15 to restructure the Emergency Response Activities programme. 

The ET-ERA consists of 2 Task Teams that deal respectively with operational procedures for nuclear and for non-nuclear ERA.  They replace the groups previously known as the Coordination Group for Nuclear Emergency Response Activities (CG-NERA) and the Expert Team for non-Nuclear Emergency Response Activities (ET-nNERA). 

In what follows, we present an overview of the ERA activities that have taken place over the past 2 years. A detailed review is covered in agenda items 4.1 (nuclear) and 5.1 (non-nuclear) of the present meeting.
2. SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 

2.1 NUCLEAR ERA
The nuclear ERA programme is mature and has been in place for over 20 years. An important component of the work is to maintain real time operational response readiness and capacities, in accordance with the roles and responsibilities defined in the Manual of the GDPFS.  New activities / products are also examined as well as ways to improve existing products and use better delivery mechanisms.

Some of the ongoing activities include: 

- Monthly and quarterly testing between the IAEA, RTH Offenbach and the RSMCs 
- Testing and maintaining RSMC common Web pages

- Modelling for CTBTO requests

- Maintaining and updating the WMO ERA web pages

The members of the CG-NERA also contributed significantly to support the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR) in its assessment of levels and effects of radiation exposure due to the Fukushima-Daiichi NPP accident. This was done in addition to the work plan already defined at the last meeting of the CG-NERA.   

The WMO Task Team on Meteorological Analyses for Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plan Accident began its work in November 2011 and finished in early 2013. We would like to express our sincere thanks and appreciation to all who contributed to this significant work and in particular, Mr. Roland Draxler (USA) for his leadership as Chairperson of the Task Team. The reports of the 3 Task Team meetings are available on the WMO final reports Web page for CBS-DPFS / ERA related meetings. A summary of the results is presented in agenda item 4.10.

2.2 NON-NUCLEAR ERA

The first discussions on non-nuclear ERA began in the late 1990s.  The growing need and interest by WMO members for support lead to the establishment of the Expert Team on Modelling of Atmospheric Transport for Non-Nuclear Emergency Response Activities in 2005. 

In the years that followed, the Expert Team gradually developed the scope and concepts for non-nuclear ERA operational support. By November 2012, the work was mature enough for a Meeting of the CBS Task Team on the Development of Operational Procedures for non-Nuclear Emergency Response Activities (Melbourne, 2012).
The meeting produced a draft set of operational procedures, guidelines and request for RSMC support form for non-nuclear ERA that has been undergoing testing during the last year. This is covered in details in agenda item 5 of the present meeting. 

3. CONCLUSION AND NEXT STEPS

The new structure of the ET-ERA now covers nuclear and non-nuclear ERA. It presents challenges and adapting to it will take some time and effort. There are also significant advantages in covering both activities under one roof, since they offer many potential similarities (capacity building, Web based ERA information and training, etc.). The experience gained in one area can benefit the other at a lesser cost and effort.

We invite all members to participate in the discussions at the meeting and, as importantly, to actively contribute to the follow up actions that the group will agree to. How much can accomplish and how much progress can be made over the next few years is highly dependent on the involvement of the members of the ET-ERA.
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