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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides information on the operations of RSMC Vienna (atmospheric backtracking) in the year 2012
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to consider the document.
Reference:
- none
Introduction
NMC Vienna is a designated RSMC for Atmospheric Transport Modelling – backtracking. As part of this designation, it responds to CTBTO requests for support in case of anomalous radionuclide detections, and submits backtracking results to CTBTO. The RSMC Vienna fulfils the requirements for the CTBTO-WMO Backtracking Response System as defined by CTBTO, and as laid down in the Manual of the Global Data Processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS). This document describes the routine operations in 2012.
Routine operations

In 2012, RSMC Vienna responded to 24 (+1) requests for support from CTBTO. In all cases, products were delivered within 24 hours, , except one request, which contained an error. The error was indicated to CTBTO/PTS within minutes after receipt. A corrected request was issued the following day.
Besides routine maintenance, the following technical modifications were performed in 2012:

· Preparation for the increase of ECMWF model levels from 91 to 137

· Adaptation of the I/O-Routines to be able to read GRIB2

· Preparation to increase input data resolution from 1.0○ to 0.5○
· Re-design of the backtracking system in python

· Beginning of the implementation on a Linux platform (includes the use of a batch/queuing system).

Contact Information

· 24x7 contact: NMC Vienna, Meteorological forecast room, Tel. +43 1 36026 2311, Fax +43 1 36026 73, e-mail: syn_hauptdienst@zamg.ac.at

· Technical contact: Paul Skomorowski, Tel. +43 1 36026 2419
· Business contact: Dr. Gerhard Wotawa, Division Data, Methods and Modelling, Tel. +43 1 36026 2007, mobile Tel. +43 664 88414962
