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(Submitted by Canada)
Summary and purpose of document

Multiple copies of a single WNXX01 IAEA message were received at the Canadian Meteorological Centre and other centres during the last quarterly IAEA – RSMC test. RTH Offenbach, where the initial message originated from, confirmed that only one message had been sent. The problem appears to be due to the redistribution of the message by different WIS switches or gateways. This can cause an undesirable loading of WMO communications circuits, especially in the case of a real event where many WNXX01 IAEA messages would be sent. In addition, looking at each copy to ensure that it doesn’t contain new information is time consuming. This paper proposes that work be done to identify possible ways to reduce or eliminate multiple copies of a single message.  
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to discuss the information presented and to decide on possible ways to address the reduction or elimination of multiple copies of a WNXX01 IAEA message.
1.
During the 15 August 2013 IAEA - RSMC quarterly test, the Canadian Meteorological Centre received 7 copies of a WNXX01 IAEA message on the WMO Information System (WIS, previously know as the Global Telecommunications System – GTS): 

1    WNXX01 IAEA 150724   EXERCISE EMERCON 07:25:11 UTC August 15 2013

2    WNXX01 IAEA 150724   EXERCISE EMERCON ADVISORY 07:26:11 UTC August 15 2013

3    WNXX01 IAEA 150724   EXERCISE EMERCON 07:47:12 UTC August 15 2013

4    WNXX01 IAEA 150724   EXERCISE EMERCON 07:47:12 UTC August 15 2013

5    WNXX01 IAEA 150724   EXERCISE EMERCON ADVISORY 07:48:32 UTC August 15 2013

6    WNXX01 IAEA 150724   EXERCISE EMERCON ADVISORY 07:48:32 UTC August 15 2013

7    WNXX01 IAEA 150724   EXERCISE EMERCON ADVISORY 08:51:38 UTC August 15 2013
2. 
Colleagues in Exeter, Obninsk, Tokyo and Washington indicated that they had also received multiple (7 to 8) copies.  The information from Exeter also identified the centre that transmitted the bulletin:   
      Heading                   Received from         
 Size    
  Time received

1    WNXX01 IAEA       150724    Rome                1444      15.08.2013, 07:26:10

2    WNXX01 IAEA       150724    Tokyo                1426      15.08.2013, 07:46:56

3    WNXX01 IAEA       150724    Tokyo                1450      15.08.2013, 07:24:52

4    WNXX01 IAEA       150724    Tokyo                1458      15.08.2013, 07:46:54

5    WNXX01 IAEA       150724    Toulouse           1427      15.08.2013, 07:48:09

6    WNXX01 IAEA       150724    Toulouse           1451      15.08.2013, 07:26:05

7    WNXX01 IAEA       150724    Toulouse           1451      15.08.2013, 08:51:23

8    WNXX01 IAEA       150724    Toulouse
 1459     15.08.2013, 07 :48 :09

3. 
The request to transmit a WNXX01 IAEA message was sent by the IAEA to RTH Offenbach for distribution on the WIS. RTH Offenbach confirmed that only one transmission was done and that filters are used to avoid repeated transmission of the same message. 
4. 
Therefore, it appears that the duplication / replication of messages results from retransmissions of the bulletin by different WIS switches or gateways. 
5.  
This causes an unnecessary and undesirable loading of WMO communications circuits. The problem would be compounded in the case of a real event since many WNXX01 IAEA messages would be sent by IAEA and transmitted on the WIS by RTH Offenbach. In addition, looking at each copy to ensure that it doesn’t contain new information is time consuming. 
6. 
We invite the meeting to consider the action proposed: decide on possible ways to address the reduction or elimination of multiple copies of a WNXX01 IAEA message. 
