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Summary and purpose of document

This paper proposes that a common tool be made available to the IAEA and the RSMCs to help identify WMO Member States and Regional Associations and to ensure consistency in the determination of the lead RSMCs
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to discuss this paper and recommend, if appropriate, that a common tool be developed to help identify WMO Member States and Regional Associations and made available to the IAEA and the RSMCs. The meeting is also invited to make suggestions as to what form this common tool might take (Web based, GIS database, etc.). 
1.
The Environmental Emergency Response Request for WMO RSMC Support by IAEA form in Appendix II-7 (WMO 2010) identifies lead RSMCs. 

2. 
Recent discussions with the members of the Task Team on Nuclear Emergency Response Activities helped to clarify how the IAEA selects the lead RSMCs. The decision is based on the WMO Regional Association (RA) in which the source of the release (i.e. accident NPP) is located.   
3. 
Given that some WMO Member States are part of two WMO RA (e.g. Russia in RA II and RA VI), deciding on the lead RSMCs is not simply a matter of determining the State when the accident occurs. 

4. 
The IAEA IEC officer making the request to the RSMCs and the staff at RSMCs may not be familiar with the intricacies of the WMO RA. Determining the correct RA may be time consuming in certain situations and could result in a delayed transmission of the request or an incorrect determination of the lead RSMCs.   
5.
In order to accelerate the decision process and ensure that a single and common source of information is used by all, we propose that a common tool (for example Web based or GIS database) be made available to the IAEA and the RSMCs to help identify WMO Member States and Regional Associations.

6.
The information would be maintained by the WMO and would contain the necessary information to determine the RA based on geographical coordinates (e.g. an NPP) or the name of a State. Updates to the information would be provided to the IAEA and the RSMCs as needed. 
Reference:
- WMO 2010: Manual on the Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System. WMO No. 485. 
