Information Note for Participants

Expert Team on Emergency Response Activities (ERA)
College Park, Maryland, USA

The WMO Expert Team on Emergency Response Activities workshop will be held in the NOAA Center for Weather and Climate Prediction (NCWCP), 5830 University Research Court, College Park, Maryland, which is about three miles from the College Park Marriott Inn and Conference Center where participants are staying. The meeting will be held from October 21-25, 2013 in the NCEP Environmental Modeling Center, Room 2155.
1. Accommodations for Participants

Accommodation for participants has been arranged at the Marriott Inn and Conference Center, therefore, all participants are requested to stay in this hotel
WMO ERA Meeting Block
Start date: 10/20/13
End date: 10/26/13
Last day to book by: 9/30/13
Marriott hotel(s) offering your special group rate:

The Marriott Inn & Conference Center, University of Maryland University College  for 199.00 USD  per night

Book your group rate: WMO ERA Meeting Block >>
Address: 3501 University Blvd, East Hyattsville, Maryland 20783 USA

Tel: +001 (301) 985-7300

Note, that each participant must make their own arrangements with the hotel.  
The Marriott is adjacent to the University of Maryland campus with free shuttle bus service from the hotel to the College Park Metro rail system.  The College Park Metro is within walking distance to the National Centers for Weather and Climate Prediction (NCWCP) where the meeting will be held.  Free shuttle bus service is available from the metro to NCWCP (see below).
2. Travel

Participants may arrive at any one of the three Washington area airports, Dulles International, Reagan National, or Baltimore Washington International (BWI); distances to the hotel are approximately 36 miles, 16 miles and 30 miles respectively. Daily transport to and from the hotel to CWCP will be provided, and the College Park Metro Station is less than a mile from CWCP, so we do not recommend hiring a car to travel from the airport to the hotel and suggest using a taxi; cost for this should be around $40 from Reagan national and $80 - $90 from Dulles and BWI. It may be helpful to tell the taxi driver that the hotel is on Baltimore Avenue (Route 1) in College Park, just south of the Capital Beltway (I495).An alternative to the taxi is a van shuttle - www.supershuttle.com – which is available from all three airports and should be half the cost of a taxi.  This can be reserved in advance on the website.

More information on shuttles to/from Airports to the Marriott can be found here:

http://thestamp.umd.edu/engagement/off-campus_student_life/transportation_options#airports
3. Visa Requirement

Most participants will require a visa to enter the USA and arrangements should be well in hand by now. If not, please contact Jeff McQueen (Jeff.McQueen@noaa.gov , phone:  +001-202-316-0341) immediately and we will try to assist.  In case you need an additional letter from WMO to facilitate obtaining your visa, please kindly complete the form posted on the WMO website at : http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html and send it as soon as possible to Mrs Pascale Gomez : pgomez@wmo.int 
4. Expenses and Reimbursement

For participants receiving financial support from WMO, you will receive as usual a claim for reimbursement of travel expenses form to complete and send back to WMO together with your original boarding passes.

For information, the DSA is around US$ 363.-
5. Time Zone

The time in College Park is UTC -4 hours

6. Electricity

Electricity in the USA is at 115V, 60Hz. 

7. Climate

The climate of College Park for the month of October is as follows:

Average high temperature: 69 °F (20.6°C)

Average low temperature: 47°F (8.3°C)

Rainfall: 3.43 inches (87.1 mm)

8. Local Contact point

For any further local information, please contact :

Jeff McQueen: Jeff.McQueen@noaa.gov  

Pascale Gomez : pgomez@wmo.int (travel arrangements only)
9
Metro/Transit

The NCWCP is accessible via the Metro’s Green or Yellow Line to the College Park/University of Maryland station. 

 Walking from Metro: It is a 10 minute walk (to the east down River Road and then to the path 

that runs along the fence between the front of NCWCP and the rear of the USDA building at 4700  River Road) from the station to the NCWCP. 

 Shuttle from Metro: A shuttle is also available from the College Park/University of Maryland station to the NCWCP (M-Square stop #4) during peak commute periods (6 to 9 am and 3 to 6 pm).. You may view a detailed shuttle schedule here:

http://www.transportation.umd.edu/images/Shuttle/Schedules%20pdfs/upComing/109_RR.pdf
 College Park Metro Info: 
http://wmata.com/rail/station_detail.cfm?station_id=79
 Bus, Train and Metro Schedules/Information: 
http://mta.maryland.gov/
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[image: image10.jpg]College Park/Univ. of MD Metro station (Green Line).
Red walking path (~ 1 mile or 15 -20 minutes). Or you
can take the UM shuttle #109 during peak commute
periods (6 to 9 am and 3 to 6 pm)
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· Driving Directions: 5830 University Research Court
From: North
· 495 East (Inner Loop) to MD 201, Kenilworth Ave. South

· Right on River Road

· Right on University Research Court (Street sign is very small)

· Left into the site near the end of the cul-de-sac

· Right into the parking area / garage

From: South
· 495 North (Outer Loop toward Baltimore/College Park) to 
MD 201, Kenilworth Ave. South

· Right on River Road

· Right on University Research Court (Street sign is very small)

· Left into the site near the end of the cul-de-sac

· Right into the parking area / garage
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