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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM RELATED TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
1
Opening

The Meeting of the CBS Task Team on the Development of Operational Procedures for non-Nuclear Emergency Response Activities (ERA) will open at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, 5 November 2012 at the Bureau of Meteorology (BoM), in Melbourne, Australia.  The meeting will be opened by the Chairperson of the Task Team, Mr Chris Ryan (Australia).  Opening and welcoming remarks are anticipated to be made by a representative of the Australian BoM, and the WMO Secretariat.
2
Organization of meeting:
2.1
Adopting the meeting agenda


The Chairperson will invite the Team to consider the provisional agenda, with the view to its adoption.

2.2
Working arrangements

The Team will agree on the details concerning the organization of its work, including the working hours and any other practical session arrangements.  The documentation for the meeting and the meeting itself will be in English. A Documentation Plan (INF. 1) has been developed to assist participants to prepare for the meeting, which has been posted on the WMO web site at:

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html 

linked to the banner for the meeting.  Participants are highly encouraged to prepare and submit documents against assigned agenda items in advance of the meeting so that they can be made accessible to all participants at the above-mentioned web site.  All are welcomed to provide input to any agenda item.  

3 
Outcomes of Cg-16 (2011), and CBS-15 (2012) including DPFS Structure and Task Team Terms of Reference 


The Team will be presented with background information related to the OPAG on DPFS, in particular will recall the relevant decisions of the sixteenth session of the World Meteorological Congress (Cg-16, Geneva, Switzerland, May 2011) and statements adopted by the fifteenth session of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS-15, Jakarta, Indonesia, September 2012), including the DPFS structure and the Task Team Terms of Reference.  The Team will be invited to comment and advise on follow-up actions, and to consider them during discussions under the relevant agenda items.

4 
Updates: 

4.1
WMO Sand and Dust Storm Warning Advisory and Assessment System

The Team will be informed about the recent developments related to the WMO Sand and Dust Storm Warning Advisory Assessment System (SDS-WAS) and will advise on follow up actions based on the issues identified by CBS-15. 

4.2
Volcanic Ash  
The Team will recall the major ERA events with significant impacts that have occurred since its last meeting (Toulouse, December 2009), including volcanic eruptions in Iceland, Chile and Indonesia, and will review their follow up activities. The Team will coordinate these aspects with ICAO and will advise on actions required by the OPAG on DPFS.
5 
Review of work plan, and recommendation of non-Nuclear ERA Task Teams areas of work
The Team will review and update its work plan.  The meeting will consider the further development of designations, operational arrangements, procedures for non-nuclear environmental emergencies of the ERA programme.
6 
Development of Operational Procedures and Exercise 

The meeting will review current practice and procedures and consider their further development (updating its work plan).  
7
Manual on the GDPFS (relevant sections on ERA)
Cg-XVI (Geneva, Switzerland, May 2011) approved an outline for the new Manual on the GDPFS.  The Team will review the draft new text for the Revised Manual related to ERA.
8 
Mechanisms for capacity building

The Team will review its activities in relation to capacity building, and make proposals and plans where appropriate (updating its work plan).
9 
ERA website content and structure


The Team will review the ERA webpages at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ DPFSERA/EmergencyResp.html and make proposals and plans where appropriate (updating its work plan).  
10 
Working with relevant international organizations

The Team will be informed about cooperation with relevant international organizations, in particular to consider development of suitable linkages or arrangements for environmental emergency response where meteorological support is needed.  
11 
Other business

The Team will consider any other business arising.  
12 
Closing 
The meeting of the CBS Task Team on the Development of Operational Procedures for non-Nuclear Emergency Response Activities (ERA) is estimated to close at 17:00 on Thursday, 8 November 2012.
