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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides a brief review of the status of operational procedures for non-nuclear emergency response activities and of plans for an operational exercise.
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to note the information provided and develop a work plan for drafting operational procedures and the holding of an operational exercise.
Reference(s):
- Doc 7.1, TT-DOP-nNERA, Nov 2012

- Final Report, ET-nNERA, Dec 2009
1.
Introduction
The ET-nNERA coordinated an ATM-backtracking experiment by four RSMCs in 2008 with the goals of:

· demonstrating to WMO Members and relevant international organizations the new operational backtracking capabilities and products that the RSMCs can provide; and

· exploring the concept of operations for the requesting and the provision of backtracking products and services.

The experiment results were not calculated in real-time so operational procedures were not exercised. CBS-XIV encouraged the team to undertake a second demonstration experiment with increased participation of WMO centres and to use the demonstration to assist in the development of procedures for requesting and provision of emergency response services.

CG-XVI requested CBS to review the EER procedures to strengthen the aspects relating to collaboration with international organizations and proper representation of specialized meteorological information to the general public. CBS 15 requested OPAG on DPFS to address the issues around provision of information to the general public in WMO-TD 778.
CBS 15 tasked the OPAG on DPFS to prepare operational procedures for significant non-nuclear incidents for consideration by the next session of CBS.

2.
Development of Operational Procedures

The ET-nNERA agreed at its meeting in 2009 on guidelines for the development of operational procedures for non-nuclear incidents as follows:

· The current PR to PR (Permanent Representative with WMO) arrangement is purely administrative and not “operational” and could not support operational needs,
· Operational procedures would be developed for “significant incidents” meeting defined criteria, excluding short-fused, short-lived local incidents

· The established nuclear ERA arrangement should be used as a guide when developing the new procedures.
· A regional ATM centre does not have to be an existing RSMC, nor would all RSMCs be required to agree to provide support, nor would the regional ATM centre necessarily have to support all NMHSs in a WMO Regional Association. A regional ATM centre could provide support to a limited number of NMHSs in its neighbouring region (e.g. within 1500 km).
· The procedure should include a NMHS designated “delegated authority” for requesting regional ATM support, and a NMHS operational contact point for receiving the defined ATM products.
Using the agreed guidelines the ET has developed a first draft set of operational procedures. The draft has been prepared in the format required for the new revised Manual on the GDPFS and is shown in Annex I to Doc. 7.1 in the document plan for this meeting.
Noting that the draft revised Manual includes separate procedures for Atmospheric Sand and Dust Storm Forecasts, the Task Team should consider the extent to which different procedures will be required for other hazards, such as chemical and wildland fires and volcanic ash.

The meeting is invited to consider and develop the draft text, which particular focus on:

· The minimum list of products to be provided by a Regional centre 

· The specification of standard emission source parameters

· The request form to activate the Regional response
3.
Exercise to Test Operational Procedures
At its meeting in 2009, the Expert Team agreed that the backtracking capability demonstrated in its first experiment is not presently appropriate for a chemical incident or non­nuclear events that are of a very local or short­fused nature, or where there are no real­time monitoring networks for the hazardous substance. The team therefore agreed that the next demonstration experiment should be developed with the following objectives:

· To test and develop possible operational procedures for request­reply for regional centre ATM support for a significant chemical incident

· To demonstrate and illustrate to NMHSs the use of ATM in a significant incident for supporting decision­making

· To demonstrate to CBS that this programme area continues to make progress

· To examine and explore how to integrate results from a few RSMCs and to provide guidance to NMHSs

The team planned to carry out the experiment in 2010 after developing a chemical incident scenario with the following features:

· approximately 3­day duration

· vertical extent of the release sufficient to ensure impacts at regional­range, transboundary, over a water body and populated area

· geographical region and chemical industrial site similar to one in Argentina 

· all RSMCs, and other NMCs, to participate in the demonstration.

Due to the workload pressures associated with the recent volcanic and nuclear ERA events the experiment has not yet been held. However, an appropriate location for the simulated chemical fire has been selected. As shown in the map below, the Campana-Zarate petrochemical plant in Argentina is located close to the Uruguay border. In the event of a major fire, transboundary impacts and effects on large population centres such as Buenos Aires and Rosario City could be expected.
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Location of the Campana-Zarate Petrochemical Complex

Recommended Actions:
· That the Task Team:

· review and confirm the objectives and scenario for the proposed exercise

· consider what preparations are required for the exercise

· agree on a work plan to ensure completion and reporting on the exercise in time to allow reporting to CBS 16.
