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Introduction


Some general points associated with the provision of support by RSMCs for volcanic ash emergencies are mentioned.

1.
Default Source for Initial Response:


As with other environmental emergencies, there is a need to define an initial source for input into the ATM system so that a relatively meaningful initial response can be made quickly by the RSMC. For a volcanic eruption, this definition may include the summit height (which could, in fact, be known explicitly), the emission duration and amount, and assumptions about the particle characteristics of the ash, and the extent of the ash cloud above the source. The type of deposition processes that should be included in the initial response ATM run could also be prescribed. 

2.
Standard set of Meteorological Products for Initial Response:


There is a need to standardize the ATM output to facilitate intercomparisons of products from different centres. These standards may specify, among other things, whether the output should be in chart panel form, whether there should be actual concentrations shown or a more qualitative ash depiction, the layers required and whether they should be specified in terms of flight levels or standard geopotential heights. The definition of an ancillary set of meteorological products may include the type of satellite imagery and the relevant analysis and forecast fields in the vicinity of the eruption.


Maybe when considering issues of public safety, the various ATM (and other) products should be superimposed on more appropriate geographic backgrounds available from some of the GIS packages.

3.
Backward Trajectories in Real Time:


It is noted that the availability of backward trajectories in real time may provide a useful diagnostic tool. 
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