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Summary and Purpose of Document
This paper proposes two new Class 35 BUFR/CREX descriptors, which would enable improved bulletin monitoring.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is requested to consider the proposal and recommend it for fast-track implementation.
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1.0
Discussion
The following descriptors currently exist in BUFR/CREX Class 35: 

Bulletin being monitored (TTAAii)

0-35-021

Character

0
0
48

B-35-021

Character

0

6

Bulletin being monitored (YYGGgg)

0-35-022

Character

0
0
48

B-35-022

Character

0

6

However, there are two additional pieces of information which may appear in the WMO abbreviated heading of a bulletin and for which there are currently no corresponding descriptors; namely, the originator (CCCC) and BBB indicator (BBB).  It should be noted that some centers currently use 0-01-063 (or even 0-01-062) in order to report the CCCC; however, we believe this to be incorrect because (1) there are many bulletins on the GTS whose CCCC is not a valid ICAO location indicator, and (2) 0-01-063 and 0-01-062 are more properly used for reporting of the ICAO location indicator such as appears directly within METAR, TAF, and ROFOR reports.

2.0
Proposal
We propose the following new Class 35 BUFR/CREX descriptors:

Bulletin being monitored (CCCC)

0-35-023

Character

0
0
32

B-35-023

Character

0

4

Bulletin being monitored (BBB)

0-35-024

Character

0
0
24

B-35-024

Character

0

3

Note that these are specified as “Character” rather than “CCITT IA5" for BUFR in order to remain consistent with the existing descriptors 0-35-021 and 0-35-022; however, we are not sure whether this is correct.  In other words, should 0-35-021 and 0-35-022 have actually been “CCITT IA5" all along but instead were listed in the current 306 manual as “Character” due to an editorial oversight?  Or, alternatively, was “Character” used intentionally for a good reason that we ourselves have overlooked?  If the former is the case, then we would additionally propose to change the official units of 0-35-021, 0-35-022, 0-35-023, and 0-35-024 from “Character” to “CCITT IA5" (the first two as an editorial correction!). 
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