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Summary and Purpose of Document
This paper proposes two new BUFR/CREX Table B descriptors for use in reporting certain types of AMSU A/B satellite data.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is requested to consider the proposal and recommend it for fast-track implementation.

1.
DISCUSSION AND PROPOSAL
We propose the following new BUFR/CREX descriptors:

Emissivity
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In the first case, emissivity is the ratio of the amount of energy emitted from a particular object vs. the amount that would be emitted by a blackbody at the same temperature (I.e. the Planck function).  Multiplying by 100 gives a percent (and provides 2 digits of precision at the same time!).  In the second case, snow cover will be reported for each satellite pixel as a percentage of coverage of the pixel, and it does not seem feasible to try to use existing descriptor 0-20-062 for such a purpose because the use of that descriptor additionally implies details on, e.g. snow drifts, wet vs. dry snow, etc. that a satellite obviously cannot accurately detect.


