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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1
Opening of the Meeting

At the kind invitation of Czech Republic, the second meeting of the Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes (ET/DR-C), will be held in the conference room of the Czech Hydrometeorological Institute in Prague, Czech Republic, from 22 to 26 April 2002.  The Meeting will start at 9:30 a.m on Monday, 22 April 2002.

1.2
Approval of the agenda

The Meeting will be invited to consider the provisional agenda with a view to its adoption. 

1.3
Working arrangements for the Meeting:

The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work including working hours.  The documentation will be available in English only, and the Meeting will be held in English.

2.
GRIB 2 CODE FORM

2.1 Status and coordination of final validation tests for GRIB2 encoding/decoding


The Meeting will review the status of validation tests for GRIB2 encoding/decoding.  Further validation tests will be organised if found necessary.

2.2
Validation of special templates for the transmission in GRIB 2 of cross-sections and Hovmöller type diagrams


In its last meeting the ET on DR-C recommended that the review and validation of templates for cross-sections, time-sections and Hövmoller type diagrams be undertaken.  The Meeting will examine the status of these developments and if found necessary, propose adjustments to the corresponding templates and organise further validation tests.

2.3
Urgent additions or modifications to GRIB 2


The Meeting will review urgently required additions or modifications to the GRIB 2 Tables following the results of the validation tests.
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2.4
Report on experimental and operational exchanges of fields in GRIB2


The Meeting will examine the status of operational exchanges of fields in GRIB2.  Any constraints for the GTS and GDPS level for the operational exchange of GRIB 2 data will be analysed, with special attention given to EPS products.

2.5
Results of questionnaire on GRIB 2 package


The Meeting will examine and discuss the results of the questionnaire on GRIB 2 package and will make recommendations.

3.
BUFR AND CREX

3.1
Additions, common sequences and templates for transmission of automatic stations observations

The Meeting will examine a final proposal submitted by Ms Eva Cervena and Mr Igor Zahumenski resulting from a synthesis of discussions between several experts, for additional parameters required for the transmission of AWS, and also for templates for AWS.  Status of validation of these templates will be considered.

3.2
Approval of common sequences and templates in BUFR/CREX for relevant character codes data types

Templates proposed for traditional observations will be reviewed again before their inclusion in the Manual on Codes.  Needed common sequences will be proposed for SYNOP, SHIP, TEMP, PILOT, BUOY, AMDAR, AIREP and METAR+SPECI.  If necessary, further validations may be considered for these templates and common sequences.

3.3
Urgent additions for satellite data

The Meeting will examine requested additions for satellite data for urgent implementation.

3.4
Representation of probabilities and other forecast values

The Meeting will examine requested additions for representation of probabilities and other forecast values.

3.5
Other additions to BUFR/CREX

The Meeting will examine any other requirements for addition to BUFR/CREX Tables if necessary.

3.6
Implementation of experimental exchanges of observations in BUFR (or CREX)

As requested by CBS, the Meeting will consider means to invite and assist Members to participate in the experimental exchange of data encoded in BUFR and/or CREX on a bilateral or multi-lateral basis.

ET/DR-C/Doc. 1.2 (2), p. 3

4.
MODIFICATIONS TO TRADITIONAL ALPHANUMERIC CODES

4.1
Global harmonization of reporting precipitation

The Meeting will review the proposals for code changes and regulations, to harmonize globally the reporting of precipitation, with a view to their approval at the forthcoming CBS-Ext. 2002.

4.2
METAR, SPECI and TAF bulletin formats

The Meeting will examine the final proposal from ICAO for the format of bulletins of METAR, SPECI and TAF, and consider the best approach to its coordinated implementation and target date.

4.3
Other additions 

The Meeting will examine any other requirements for additions to traditional codes and assess their absolute necessity.

5.
PRODUCTION OF A GUIDE TO GRIB EDITION 2

The Meeting will propose a plan for the outline and the production of a guide on GRIB EDITION 2.

6.
USE OF XML FOR TRANSMITTING METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS ON INTERNET


The Meeting will examine the document written by Charles Sanders and other authors on the use of XML to exchange meteorological information.  The Meeting will discuss possible requirements and benefits.  It may derive the appropriate statements for standardisation and make recommendations on the practical use of XML in the framework of WMO programmes.

7.
MANUAL ON CODES

7.1
Implementation of procedures for modifications to binary code tables

At the request and taking into account the pertinent decisions of the CBS Management Group, the Meeting will review the procedure for rapidly adopting and implementing proposed additions to BUFR/CREX/GRIB tables.  The Meeting will consider the required changes to the procedure and submit a proposal to the President of CBS as soon as possible.

7.2
Proposed Manual on Reporting Practices


The Volume I.2 of the Manual on Codes on binary codes does not contain rules on reporting practices.  The elimination of Codes defined in Volume I.1 in the longer term calls for the creation of a new type of Manual on Reporting Practices.  The Meeting may wish to propose a plan for the production of such a new manual to fill the gap.

8.
CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

_______________

