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Summary and Purpose of Document
This paper makes an update of validation for specific templates defined in the past two years.


________________________________________________________________


ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is requested to consider document, with a view to move some templates to full operational status. Some updates are also given about encoding/decoding packages.

1°) Templates status

In 2001 and 2002, several new templates were defined at ET/DR&C level, and some also were fixed.  What follows is a result of a recent survey which included answers received from NCEP, ECMWF and JMA.

1.1) EPS related templates

· Product Definition Templates 4.9, 4.11, 4.12 and 4.13 were cross-validated between NCEP, ECMWF and JMA

· PDT 4.10 and 4.14: no work reported at all (maybe some at NWS/TDL ?)

· PDT 4.3 and 4.4 were fixed in 2002 (addition of missing information describing properties of the cluster) but it is not obvious that existing packages have followed yet

1. Templates for support of non-horizontal grids

These templates have been designed in 2001 to handle cross sections, time sections and Hovmöller-type diagrams.

Up to now, only NCEP seems to have implemented these templates.

2°)
Proposal

It is proposed to:

· submit to EC the removal of the preliminary note in PDT 4.9

· seek for more results/work on PDT 4.10 and 4.14

· stress involved centres that PDT 4.3 and 4.4 have changed

· encourage at least a second centre to implement GDT 3.1000/1100/1200 and PDT 4.1000/1001/1002/1100/1101 to enable cross-validation, and look for assessment in the requesting community

3°)
Centres status as regards GRIB2 package and use

NCEP has both a Fortran90 and C version of an encoder/decoder (at API level ?).  An experimental project (called National Digital Forecast Database) managed by NWS/TDL makes use GRIB2, with a participation from NCEP.

ECMWF should start migration to GRIB2 and provide EPS probabilities on the GTS in 2003.

JMA has separate encoder and decoder, and an extra package will be developed for domestic use of very short range forecast on precipitation.  Provision of climatological products should start next autumn for national users.  Three- and six-months ensemble forecast products should also be made available through a web page.  For international exchanges, new products in field form would be considered in GRIB edition 2.

