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Summary and Purpose of Document
This paper proposes a fix on the description of this projection in GRIB edition 2.


________________________________________________________________


ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is requested to consider the proposal, with a view for pre-operational status.

1°)
Discussion

In GRIB edition 2 Manual, the Code Table 3.1 (Grid Definition Template Number) exhibits for code entry 30 (Lambert conformal) a note stating that it is “also called Albers equal-area”.

As mentioned by a user from USA (from the geographical community) the note referred to is clearly erroneous.  Lambert conformal projection preserves angles, whilst Albers’s preserves surfaces (at least locally); such properties may not be reached at the same time, except for very simple transformations.

The confusion came from the fact that these projections share the same descriptors list.  This was already the case in GRIB edition 1, but there was two separate entries for both projections (3 for Lambert conformal, 8 for Albers equal-area in Code Table 6, Data representation type).

2°)
Proposal

It is proposed to:

· remove the wrong note for entry 30 in Code Table 3.1

· add a new entry 31 in Code Table 3.1, called “Albers equal-area”

· submit these changes for pre-operational implementation

