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Summary and Purpose of Document
For use in encoding information from WAFS SIGWX charts into BUFR,

this document proposes some new code table entries along

with a new note to Class 19 of BUFR/CREX Table B.


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is requested to review the document and approve the contents

for “pre-operational” status.  

DISCUSSION

During the previous year, representatives of the U.S./NCEP and UKMO undertook an effort to improve the coordination and methodology for the encoding of information in a WAFS SIGWX “high-level” or “medium-level” chart into BUFR.

One issue that arose during these discussions was the question of whether, when reporting directions using descriptor 0-19-005, the direction reported should be the direction towards which a feature is moving (as is most intuitive) or the direction from which it is coming (as is the practice for reporting wind directions).  Other members of the codes group were invited to participate in this discussion via email, and it was quickly agreed that the former approach should be used.  Furthermore, it was agreed that this consensus should be more clearly expressed via a new note to Class 19 of BUFR/CREX Table B.  The resulting proposal is given below, and the wording follows the precedent of a similar existing note (7) to Class 22.

In addition, a requirement had arisen from a recent proposal that was jointly made by the U.S. and U.K. at CAeM-XII (Montreal, September 2002).  Specifically, when reporting jets, it was desired to be able to report the vertical extent above and below the jet core of the 80-knot isotach.  As a result, it was agreed to request some new entries in the code table for descriptor 0-08-040. 

PROPOSAL

(1)
Add the following new entries to the code table for descriptor 0-08-040/B-08-040 “Flight level significance”:

43 Begin missing wind data

44 End missing wind data

60 Level of 80-knot isotach above jet

61 Level of 80-knot isotach below jet

(2)
Add the following new note (3) to Class 19 of BUFR/CREX Table B:

“Descriptor 0-19-005: the direction given in this entry is the direction towards which the feature is moving.”

