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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
This document contains proposals for an additional code table entry to describe a composite height assignment made up from several contributing calculations. 


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to examine the submitted proposal and to consider the possible allocation of the requested code table entry.  

References:

[1]  Manual on Codes, WMO - No 306, Volumes I.1 and I.2.

Discussion

1. Background 

When atmospheric motion vectors are produced from satellite data, it is possible to use a number of different methods to assign a height to the vector.  Different methods are more or less applicable to different spectral channels.

In order to obtain a reliable and accurate height assignment, the algorithm used at EUMETSAT performs several different height assignments in parallel.  Each of these gives an independent height for the vector.  The values are then combined together to give an overall best estimate of the most representative height.

2. Proposals for code table entry
The height assignment method code table in BUFR currently has 13 methods defined.  It is proposed to define an additional entry, 14, to mean “composite height assignment”.  This would allow the correct identification of the height assignment of the vector performed in the EUMETSAT processing chain.

The height assignment method code table (0-02-163) would be as follows:

0 = Auto editor
1 = IRW height assignment
2 = WV height assignment
3 = H2O intercept height assignment
4 = CO2 slicing height assignment
5 = Low pixel max gradient
6 = Higher pixel max gradient
7 = Primary height assignment
8 = Layer thickness assignment
9 = Cumulative contribution function -10 percent height
10 = Cumulative contribution function - 50 percent height
11 = Cumulative contribution function - 90 percent height
12 = Cumulative contribution function - height of maximum gradient
13 = reserved

14 = composite height assignment

15 = missing

3. Conclusion 

The meeting is invited to consider the proposed new code table entry, and to endorse its addition to the existing code table.

