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Subject:
WMO Combined Intercomparison of Thermometer Screens/Shields, in Conjunction with Humidity Measuring Instruments
Action required:
To complete the Questionnaire and inform the Secretariat on the participation in the above Intercomparison by 17 April 2006
Dear Sir/Madam,


The thirteenth session of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation (Bratislava, Slovakia, October 2002) recognized the importance of WMO instrument intercomparisons for the continued provision of high-quality observations.  It agreed on the provisional programme of future WMO intercomparisons, including the WMO Combined intercomparison of thermometer screens/shields, in conjunction with humidity measuring instruments.  


Following the request of the Fifty-Seventh Executive Council (Geneva, June 2005) to consider implementation of the Combined intercomparison of thermometer screens/shields, in conjunction with humidity measuring instruments, I am pleased to inform you that at the kind invitation of Algeria, the WMO Combined Intercomparison of Thermometer Screens/Shields, in conjunction with Humidity Measuring Instruments will be held in Ghardaïa, Algeria, situated in a desert region.  The preliminary planning of the intercomparison is given in Annex II.
To:
Permanent Representatives (or Directors of Meteorological or Hydrometeorological Services) of Members of WMO (PR-6170)

cc:
Hydrological Advisers to Permanent Representatives
)


Acting President of CIMO
)


President of CBS
)


Presidents of regional associations
) (for information)


HMEI Executive Secretary
)


Chairman of the International Organizing Committee
)


Project Leader of the Intercomparison
)


Site Manager of the Intercomparison
)

- 2 -


The Joint Meeting of CIMO Expert Team on Surface-based Instrument Intercomparisons and Calibration Methods (ET) and International Organizing Committee on Surface‑based Instrument Intercomparisons (IOC), Geneva, Switzerland, 5‑9 December 2005, agreed on the main objectives, venue, dates and duration of the WMO Combined intercomparison of thermometer screens/shields, in conjunction with humidity measuring instruments.  The ET/IOC also agreed on operational aspects related to a smooth running of the intercomparison, namely conditions for participation, type of instruments, intercomparison rules, responsibility of hosts and participants, data acquisition, processing analysis methodology and publication of results.  The ET/IOC agreed that all kind of instruments, which are being used or considered for future use within national networks, could be accepted for participation. More information can be found on CIMO/IMOP website:

 http://www.wmo.int/web/www/IMOP/reports.html.


Since one or several manufacturers of thermometer screens/shields or humidity measuring instruments of your country may be interested to participate, I wish to invite you to consider their participation in this Intercomparison project.  I should be grateful if you return the completed Questionnaire given in Annex I at your earliest convenience, but not later than 17 April 2006.  After having received your reply, the ET/IOC will evaluate proposals for participation and will select participating instruments.  Further, the Secretariat will provide in due course detailed organizational information on the Intercomparison directly to the selected participant(s).

Yours faithfully,

(Hong Yan)


for the Secretary-General

