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	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides information on RIC relevant resolutions and recommendations since CIMO XV session.


Action proposed
The Meeting is invited to consider the submitted resolutions and recommendations and take relevant actions.
________________
Appendices:
None
STRENGTHENING RIC CAPABILITIES AND THEIR COMMUNICATION WITH MEMBERS
(Overview of RIC relevant resolutions and recommendation since 2010)
CIMO – XV (Helsinki, 2010)
1.
At its fifteenth session Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation (CIMO) adopted Recommendation 1 (CIMO-XV) – Regional Instrument Centre (RIC) capabilities and communication with Members, and recommended: 

(1) That RICs develop websites to improve communication with the Members of their Region, providing relevant information on their capabilities and competencies; 
(2) That RICs, in collaboration with the Commission, develop necessary training and capacity development material and organize training events;  
(3) That RICs regularly apply the Evaluation Scheme for Regional Instrument Centres and communicate the results to Members of the Region; 
(4) That RICs organize regular inter-laboratory comparison between RICs, preferably within their Region, and publish their results;
Cg-XVI (Geneva, 2011)

2.
At its sixteenth session, Congress (Cg) urged Members to establish calibration laboratories and ensure traceability of their measurements to SI, and stressed that RICs and Regional Marine Instrument Centres (RMICs) should provide effective support to Members in ensuring the traceability of their standards.

3.
Cg-XVII adopted Resolution 7 where it urged the regional associations (RAs) to assess, together with CIMO, the Joint WMO/IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM), or a relevant national/international agency, at least every five years, existing RICs, RMICs and Regional Radiation Centres (RRCs) to verify their capabilities and performance. It also urged RAs to organize regular interlaboratory calibration tests among existing RICs.

CIMO MG – 10 (Brussels, 2012)
4. At its tenth session CIMO Management Group (CIMO MG) agreed that CIMO encourages the capability and capacity functions of the RICs Centres to have sessions on radiation metrology and traceability.
CIMO – 16 (Sankt Petersburg, 2014)
5. At its sixteenth session CIMO, recognizing that strengthening the capabilities of the RICs is of critical importance to WIGOS, requested the WMO Secretariat to seek clarification from all Members hosting RICs on their plans and on-going willingness to provide their facilities to Members according to the agreed responsibilities of RICs.

6. CIMO – 16 encouraged all RICs:

· to continue their efforts in achieving and maintaining ISO/IEC 17025 accreditation,
· to prepare RIC web pages and make them accessible from the WMO/ IMOP website, following already available examples,

· to continue collaborative work with WMO Regional Training Centres (RTCs) on planning and delivering workshops and trainings on calibration and traceability, including the computation of uncertainty, the use of transfer standards and field verifications, and
· to develop plans and procedures for interlaboratory comparisons.

CIMO-WIGOS Exploratory Workshop (Langen, 2014):

7. At CIMO-WIGOS Exploratory Workshop, altogether eleven Recommendations were developed for consideration of CIMO MG, and those related to the work of RICs are as follow: 
Recommendation 1: Regional Associations ensure that the Regional Instrument Centre activities defined in each Regional WIGOS Implementation Plan are implemented with priority. 

Recommendation 2: Other NMHS calibration laboratories should become accredited under ISO 17025 to achieve WIGOS traceability and quality improvement goals. 

Recommendation 3: Regional Instrument Centres should establish traceability of and calibration services for precipitation, wind and solar radiation measurements. 

Recommendation 4: Regional Instrument Centres should provide support to the surface-based remote sensing community in its efforts to develop traceability of measurements made by existing and emerging remote sensing technologies. 

Cg-17 (Geneva, 2015)
8. At its seventeenth session Congress urged Members hosting RICs to continue their efforts to maintain and improve their capabilities, including pursuing accreditation under ISO 17025. In addition, Cg-17 requested RAs to monitor regional needs for RIC services and to ensure their RICs are regularly evaluated and actively cooperate with CIMO and JCOMM in conducting training to meet the needs of their Members. 
9. Cg-17, noting the strong interest shown by Members for training courses on instrument calibration and maintenance, encouraged Members hosting RTCs and RICs to organize additional such courses to meet the demand of Members, and to improve traceability of observations to the International System of Units (SI) and their quality. 
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