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RICs CAPABILITIES AND COMMUNICATION WITH MEMBERS
Template and list of information for RIC websites 
(Submitted by Kouichi Nakashima, RIC Tsukuba, 
Japan Meteorological Agency)

Summary and purpose of document

This document presents a summary of progress on the task of the RIC website. 
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to consider the information presented in the document and make recommendations as to whether the template for RIC website on the WMO Secretariat website is appropriate and on the content that RIC’s own website should contain. 
RICs CAPABILITIES AND COMMUNICATION WITH MEMBERS
Template and list of information for RIC websites
During the ET-RIC teleconference held on 14 February 2013, the basic design of RIC contents on the WMO website was discussed and confirmed.  It was concluded that only basic information on each RIC capability should be made available on the WMO website while more in-depth and detailed information should be put on each RIC’s own website if necessary.
Base on the above, Drago GROSELJ, Rabia MERROUCHI, Kouichi NAKASHIMA, the members who are in charge of this task, Jérôme DUVERNOY, the chairperson of ET and Isabelle Rüedi of the WMO Secretariat discussed specific item lists to be appeared on the website.  They agreed that the items already included in RIC evaluation which is to be reported periodically should be fully utilized in order to minimize workload of the WMO Secretariat.
The RIC contents on the WMO website are composed of “General Information” and ”Specific Information on instrument calibration capabilities”.  “General Information” includes address, website, contact person, calibration capabilities for each RIC.  ”Specific Information on instrument calibration capabilities” includes instrument undergoing calibration, calibration range, reference standard, equipment, calibration and measurement capability, traceability of reference equipment, and status of accreditation.  The other items should be made available on each RIC’s website if necessary.
Examples of other items on each RIC’s website are as follows;

-  Number of calibration performed per year and per domain,
-  Number of staff per domain,
-  Calibration equipment (calibration chambers, facilities, etc.),
-  Detailed procedure and conditions to accept requests for calibration of instruments by Members,
-  Recent services offered to Members and activities carried out (calibration for Members, inter-laboratory comparisons, workshops on meteorological and related environmental instruments, etc.),
-  Training courses or materials which can be shared among Members.
The RIC contents on the WMO website were developed and opened to the public in July 2013 thanks to the efforts by Isabelle Rüedi and Chunpeng Wang of the WMO Secretariat.  As of September 2013, three RICs (Manila, Toulouse and Tsukuba) out of 16 RICs posted their contents on the WMO website.  It is expected that other RICs will also publicize their RIC contents, following the designated template, on the WMO website in due course.
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