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EXPERT TEAM ON REGIONAL INSTRUMENT CENTRES, CALIBRATION AND TRACEABIILITY (ET-RIC) MEETING
23 – 26  SEPTEMBER 2013 
INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS 
1. Welcome Note 

The Local Organizing Committee of the  EXPERT TEAM ON REGIONAL INSTRUMENT CENTRES, CALIBRATION AND TRACEABIILITY (ET-RIC) MEETING, welcomes you to Nairobi, Kenya. It is our duty to make sure your stay in Nairobi is comfortable. Here please find some information to make you enjoy your stay in Nairobi.

2. Date and Venue 
The Meeting  will take place from 23rd to 26th September 2013 at the World Meteorological Organization Regional Training Center, Institute for Meteorological Training and Research,  Nairobi. The Institute, is located at Dagoretti Corner, along Ngong Road .  It is about 25km from Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA). 
3. Visa Reqiurements:

· Entry visas can be obtained from the Kenya Diplomatic Missions or Consulates in the participants' countries;

· Where Kenya does not have diplomatic representation, visas are obtainable from the British High Commissions.

· Where neither Kenya nor Britain has diplomatic representation, the participant(s) should inform the Local Organizing Committee, prior to the commencement of the workshop to help with the arrangement for issuance of visas at the Airport in Nairobi.

4. Health requirements:

Vaccinations are only required from those coming from or passing through contaminated areas. Yellow fever certificates are required for visitors coming from Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Peru, Angola, Burkina Faso, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Mauritania, Mali, Nigeria, Sudan, south Sudan and Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) (Those without are subject to be quarantined).

The following are also recommended

· Vaccination against typhoid and paratyphoid fever for all visitors to Kenya,
· Malaria prophylaxis.
5. Currency and Shopping:

The currency used in Kenya is the Kenya shilling (Kshs.). The current approximate conversion rate is 1USD/KShs.85. There are several big shopping malls in the City centre with restaurants fitting all budgets. One will be able to get most of the items in these malls. Credit cards for payments of charges and shopping are accepted in most hotels and shops, but it might be important to first ask if the business management accepts credit cards before incurring any expenses, in case you do not have sufficient cash. One is therefore advised to carry adequate cash for such transactions. Note that the exchange rate is subject to change due to the fluctuating value of the Kenyan Shilling.
There is no restriction on the amount of foreign currency that may be imported into Kenya. Most banks in Kenya have Bureau de Change services. Banking hours are from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. There are also many Forex Bureaux, which operate from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
6.Transport Arrangements:
On arrival at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA), Nairobi, on 22nd  September 2013, transport will be provided by KMD to your respective Hotels and to IMTR for the meeting.
The Local Organizing Committee will need advance information on your arrival details (Date of Arrival, Flight Number and estimated time of arrival (ETA)) in order to organize transport arrangements. 

7. Hotel Accommodation
The LOC has sourced for you suitable Hotels (reasonably close to the Meeting venue)you can stay at while in Nairobi on a bed and breakfast basis as follows:

	
	HOTEL
	RATE FOR BED AND BREAKFAST

	1
	Grace House
	USD 75


	2.
	Olive Gardens


	USD 115

	3.
	Nairobi Safari Club: Lillian towers
	USD145


	4.
	Heron Hotel
	USD 150


	5
	Best Western Hotel 


	USD 150


8. Time Zone

Kenya follows the East African Standard Time format and is 3 hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT + 3).
9. Electricity

The main supply in Kenya is 220 -240 Volts, 50HZ and the plug shape is British type, illustrated below. If your appliances plug has a different shape, you may need a plug adapter.
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10. Nairobi Climate in September
September is a generally dry month in Nairobi. The mean conditions in Nairobi in September are as follows: 
	Element
	Order of Magnitude

	Rainfall (Nairobi)
	Average Monthly Rainfall:  29.4          
No. of rainfall daysin the month:     4-5 days

	Temperature (Nairobi)
	Mean monthly maximum temperature:       24.1
Mean monthly minimum temperature:       11.4

	Humidity
	60% -80%

	Sunshine Hours (Average numbers of hours per day of bright sunshine for September)
	9 -   10 hours per day                                                            


11. Security: 

Nairobi is generally safe but like any other City in the world, there are some spots which may not be safe especially in the evening. You are advised to avoid dark alleys  and walk in a group of two or three people. In the evening visitors are advised to take taxis that are well marked.

12. Local Contact Persons:

1) 
Mr. James Kongoti


Deputy Director,

Kenya Meteorological Service


P.O. Box 30259-00100 



NAIROBI,KENYA



Tel.:
+254 (0)722 723 039



Email: Kongoti@meteo.go.ke

2)
Mr Nicholas Maingi


Senior Assistant Director

Kenya Meteorological Service 



P.O. Box 30259-00100 



NAIROBI, KENYA



Tel.:
+254(0) 722 760 166

Email: maingi@meteo.go.ke
Kenya Meteorological Service


Dagoretti Corner, Ngong Road,


Box 30259, 00100 GPO,


NAIROBI, Kenya.


Tel: 254 20 3867880-5, 


Fax: 254 20 3876955 /3877373


E-mail: director@meteo.go.ke


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.meteo.go.ke" �http://www.meteo.go.ke�
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