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Summary and purpose of  document

The document contains a report of the chairman covering period from CIMO-XIII.
_________________________________________________________________________

Action proposed

No actions proposed

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN

Evaluation of the RICs

During the current intersessional period of CIMO, Expert Team on RICs, Quality Management Systems and Commercial Instruments Initiatives has been tasked with evaluating of Regional Instrument Centers, Improving the guidance for RICs, reviewing their terms of reference and developing an appropriate procedure to strengthen further the services of RICs, particularly those located in developing countries. 
Based on the results of the CIMO-XIII and proposals of the CIMO-MG, a Work Plan for evaluation of RICs has been prepared. 

To better assist RICs in providing services as defined in their Terms of Reference (TORs),  Mr. Duvernoy from Meteo France was contracted by Secretariat to develop evaluation criteria and conduct the evaluation missions (in 2005) of the RICs in developing countries and to prepare suggestions on how to strengthen them further.
An analysis of Questionnaire No. 4 was done in December 2003. Lack of well-trained stuff and difficulties in maintaining and upgrading instruments, due to financial constrains, are still the major problems.

A training workshop on metrology for the RICs was held in Trappes, France in October 2005.
Instrument Catalogue
The second edition of the World Meteorological Instrument Catalogue (WMIC) was produced by China Meteorological Administration (CMA), under  the auspices of CIMO, for assisting Members in selecting the most suitable instruments for application within their operational networks. The Instrument Catalogue was distributed to Members in June 2003.

Instrument Development and Automation
Meteorological Instruments are continuously changing due to improvements in technology and new requirements, for example, climate reference observation. It should be taken into account the possible means of minimizing the impact of continuous improvement of instruments on their cost，especially the difficulties experienced by developing countries. 
