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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

 

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION 

1.1. Opening of the Session 

The Second Session of the CIMO Expert Team on Operational Metrology (ET-OpMet) will 

open at 09:30 hours on Monday, 27 November 2017, at the Japan Meteorological Agency 

(JMA) headquarters in Tokyo, Japan.  

1.2. Adoption of the Agenda 

The provisional agenda will be submitted to the meeting for adoption.   

1.3. Working Arrangements 

The meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work, including working 

hours. The documentation and the meeting will be conducted in English only. 

2. REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON 

The Chairperson of ET-OpMet will present a report on the activities carried out by the 

expert team since the first session of Et-OpMet, held in 2015. 

3. UPDATE ON WIGOS, INCLUDING OVERIEW OF RELEVANT RIC-RELATED 

DECISIONS 

The meeting will be updated on the status of the development and implementation of the 

WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS) relevant to the work of RICs, and 

informed about the RIC-related decisions of the sessions of the CIMO Management Group and 

of the WMO Executive Council, held since 2015. The meeting will be invited to consider how it 

can provide support to the implementation of these decisions and more generally to WIGOS. 

4. TRAINING UNITS ON UNCERTAINTY CALCULATIONS  

4.1. Concept for workshop on uncertainty calculations 

Following a recommendation of CIMO-16 that RICs develop plans for training workshops in 

their Regions on calibration and traceability, including the computation of uncertainty, ET-

OpMet has worked on a draft for such workshop. A general concept for a workshop on 

uncertainty calculations, including a proposal for a pilot workshop will be presented to the 

meeting. The meeting will be invited to finalize the proposal and agree on timelines and 

propose a way of delivering the pilot workshop.  

4.2. Training modules 

The meeting will be presented with the draft training modules on general topics related to 

laboratory work (such as VIM, ILCs, competences) and on calibrations of temperature, 

pressure and humidity instruments. The meeting will be invited to review available modules 
and agree on a plan for their finalization and implementation. 

5. STRENGHTENING RICS, INCLUDING INTERLABORATORY COMPARISONS 



 

5.1. Overview of RIC reports and evaluation schemes, including proposals for 
improvements  

A summary of recently collected reports and evaluation schemes from Regional Instrument 

Centres (RICs) will be presented to the meeting. The meeting will be invited to discuss the 

summary and propose recommendations for improvement of RICs’ capabilities, as necessary.  

5.2. Process for becoming a RIC: from application to designation 

RICs are designated by Reginal Associations (RAs), based on evaluation conducted by 

CIMO experts. A process for becoming a RIC, from application to designation, is established 

but not clearly described yet. In order to avoid some misinterpretations of responsibilities of 

RAs and of CIMO, the meeting will discuss a draft document that describes a process for 

establishing a RIC and propose a way for its finalization. 

5.3. Status and plans for interlaboratory comparisons 

The meeting will be informed on the status of interlaboratory comparisons (ILCs) in each 

WMO Region and will be invited to review plans and provide advice as needed, to support RICs’ 

in their efforts in conducting ILCs or participating in ILCs. 

6. IMPLEMENTATION OF CALIBRATION STRATEGY AND IMPROVEMENT OF 

TRACEABILITY (FIELD INSPECTION) 

At its last session, ET-OpMet finalized the strategy for traceability assurance, as requested 

by CIMO-16, and proposed this strategy be included into the CIMO Guide. CIMO-16 also 

requested development of relevant guidance material to support implementation of the 

strategy. Addressing this request, the meeting will be presented with a guidance document on 

performing field inspection. Field inspection represents an important step in quality assurance 

and quality control, but it shouldn’t replace regular calibrations. The meeting will be invited to 

work towards finalization of the guidance material and to propose a way for its publication.  

7. UPDATE OF THE CIMO GUIDE 

The Guide to Meteorological Instruments and Methods of Observation (CIMO Guide, WMO-

No.8) is the authoritative reference for all matters related to instrumentation and methods of 

observation in the context of WIGOS and as requested by the WMO Congress-16 it should be 

regularly updated. Therefore, proposals for an update of the CIMO Guide, in particular those 

related to Part I chapters 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 14 and 15, and Part IV chapter 4, will be presented to 

the meeting. The meeting will be invited to review the proposals and finalize them to be ready 

for submission to the CIMO Editorial Board.  

8. OTHER BUSINESS 

Under this agenda item, the meeting will be invited to consider any other issue brought 

forward by participants at the meeting. 

9. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

The Session is tentatively scheduled to close around 18:00 on Thursday 30 November 

2017. 

 
__________ 

 
 


