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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
1.1 Opening of the Session
The Tenth Session of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation (CIMO) Management Group (MG) will open at 08:00 hours on Friday, 19 October 2012, at The Planetarium, (Avenue de Bouchout 10, 1080 Bruxelles) in Brussels, Belgium.
1.2 Adoption of the Agenda
The provisional agenda will be submitted to the Session for adoption.  
1.3 Working Arrangements for the Session
The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work, including working hours.  The documentation and meeting will be conducted in English only. 
2. REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT
The President of CIMO will brief the Management Group on his activities as President of CIMO since CIMO-MG-9, and other issues relevant to CIMO.

3. UPDATE ON AND INTERACTION WITH OTHER WMO PRIORITIES AND PROGRAMMES IMPORTANT FOR CIMO ACTIVITIES 
The Meeting will be informed on the latest development of other WMO priorities and programmes, such as WIGOS and GFCS and collaboration with other Technical Commissions that are specially relevant to the work of CIMO. The Meeting will also be informed of relevant decisions of the WMO Executive Council and other WMO constituent bodies that would need follow-up by CIMO. 
4. EVALUATION OF THE PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN THE WORK PROGRAMMES, AND PLANS UNTIL CIMO-2014 SESSION 
Each Co-chairperson will be invited to briefly inform the meeting on the effectiveness of the expert teams(s) and theme leader(s) under his responsibility (what is going very well, what is problematic).  The aim of this reporting is to identify major problem areas and work at resolving them, and to learn from the most effective expert teams in view of taking action to improve less effective teams, if necessary.
The Co-chairpersons will bring to the attention of the Management Group any specific changes needed in the work plans and Expert Team membership, and new issues arising for consideration and approval. 
The Co-Chairpersons will also identify major milestones expected between now and the CIMO-2014 and whether specific support would be required to achieve them.
5. SPECIFIC ISSUES RELATED TO PLANNING, COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT OF COMMISSION ACTIVITIES 
5.1 Procedure for Organizing Regional Pyrheliometer Intercomparisons
CIMO-MG-9 expressed concerns about about the fact that only one Regional Radiation Centre (RRC) has been organizing Regional Pyrheliometer Intercomparisons (RPCs)  on a regular basis and that some centres that are not RRCs have expressed interest to host RPCs and requested a report on the subject. The Meeting will be invited to review the report and decide on the conduct to follow in organizing future RPCs, and/or decide on appropriate alternative solutions.
5.2 CIMO Guide
The Meeting will be informed about the latest developments related to the publication of the WMO Guide to Meteorological Instruments and Methods of Observation (WMO-No. 8, CIMO Guide). The Meeting will be invited to review the guidelines and procedures developed b the CIMO Guide Editorial Board for the further update of the CIMO Guide with a view to approve them and post them on the CIMO website to ensure all interested parties are well informed about how to contribute to this development.
5.3 Other Pertinent Issues

The Meeting will be informed about other pertinent issues related to the Commission, such as the development of the Cloud Atlas, issues relevant to Radiofrequency coordination, the development of standard competencies for observers, relationship to AMDAR programme in the context of its working structure merge with CBS and request to CIMO, management of CIMO Trust Fund, and relationship with Regional Associations. The Meeting will be invited to determine how CIMO should engage in these activities and make relevant decisions for the work and coordination of the Commission on these topics to ensure expected deliverables will be achieved.
6. INTERCOMPARISONS 
The Meeting will be informed about the present status of undergoing intercomparisons and plans for new intercomparisons, including discussion on data access during and after the end of CIMO intercomparison.
7. COLLABORATION WITH ISO 
The Meeting will be informed about the status of collaboration with ISO towards developing common ISO-WMO standards on the siting classification and wind LIDARS. The meeting will be invited to follow-up on the outcomes of the discussion on the siting classification held during TECO-2012, making specific recommendations to the experts that will further develop it in collaboration with ISO.

8. NOMINATION AND MONITORING OF CIMO TESTBEDS AND LEAD CENTRES 
The Meeting will be provided with draft templates for the submission and reporting of Testbeds and Lead Centres to simplify the procedure as much as possible and ensure all the information required for the assessment be available in due time. 

The meeting will be invited to review the draft templates, modify them as needed and clarify the procedure to be used for the regular monitoring of the CIMO Testbeds and Lead Centres. 

9. OTHER BUSINESS

Under this agenda item, the meeting will be invited to consider any other issue brought forward by participants at the meeting.
10. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION
The Session is tentatively scheduled to close on Saturday 20 October 2012, at 17:30.
__________
