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	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides information on other pertinent issues, including revision of the WMO Cloud Atlas, Radiofrequency Coordination, Observing Competencies, and CIMO’s relationship with Regional Associations.



Action proposed

The Meeting is invited to review the information provided in the document and make any recommendation relevant to the work of the CIMO on these matters.
________________
Appendix:
Report of the meeting on Cloud Atlas.
OTHER PERTINENT ISSUES
Cloud Atlas
1. On 23 September 2011 a meeting was held at WMO Headquarters to discuss the need for revision of the Cloud Atlas. The meeting, which had been arranged at the urging of Mr Jeff Wilson, WMO Director of Education and Training, was chaired by Prof Bertrand Calpini, President of CIMO, co-chaired by Mr Jeff Wilson (D/ETR) and included the participation of members of the Coordinating Committee of the Standing Conference of Heads of Training Institutions, Paul Hardaker (CEO of the Royal Meteorological Society), Eliane Thürig-Jenzer of MeteoSwiss, and WMO Secretariat staff representing CIMO and Publications.

2. The meeting was held in response to a perceived need to update the Cloud Atlas, to produce a digitally-available version that would be suitable for utilization in observations training modules, and at the same to potentially increase its functionality and improve its content.  

3. The main points agreed by the meeting were as follows:

· There is a strong need to digitize the Cloud Atlas so that is can be made available on the web.

· There may be a need to include additional images (and potentially replacement images) in the new version.

· There may be merit in adding new functionality to the publication.

· The basic document, once updated, should be ‘locked in stone’ so that it serves as a reliable global standard in the years to come.

4. The meeting consensus was that the primary task of updating the Cloud Atlas should be completed during 2014, and should be led by CIMO. CIMO Management Group may wish to consider this matter further.  

Radiofrequency Coordination
5. The CBS Steering Group on Radiofrequency Coordination (SG-RFC) is responsible for oversight of radiofrequency coordination issues within the global meteorological community, and for representing WMO in international fora dealing with these matters. Previously part of CBS OPAG ISS, the group has recently been relocated to OPAG IOS. 
6. Although most radiofrequency coordination issues for the WMO community tend to fall under the CBS area of responsibility, there is often an element of CIMO interest involved, and a CIMO contribution to the work can in some case enhance WMO spectrum outcomes. Accordingly, CIMO now has two theme co-leaders on radiofrequency coordination, who represent CIMO on the SG-RFC and keep the CIMO community informed of developments.
7. One issue, however, that requires CIMO input, yet has achieved little progress in recent years, is the need to proactively address a potential threat to radiosonde usage frequencies. While primarily a CBS matter, there is a need for a CIMO contribution to the work required to ascertain and demonstrate, to national spectrum regulators, the bandwidth required for national/regional radiosonde networks to operate unhindered from interference from other users. CIMO Management Group may wish to consider how best to contribute to this work. For example, there may be merit, as a first step, in introducing the capability, within the WMO Catalogues of Radiosonde Stations, to more effectively describe bandwidth requirements of the sondes flown at each station and the band allocated for their use. Perhaps this could be taken into account in development of the metadatabase of the WIGOS Information Resource.       
Observing Competencies
8. WMO’s Department of Education and Training advocates the introduction of a requirement for observing competencies to become a requirement for meteorological observers. This would be consistent with attaining a greater degree of compliance with ISO-type quality management, so CIMO Management Group may wish to consider the steps that would be required to implement such competency requirements.
CIMO Relationship with Regional Associations

9. The WMO President requested suggestions to improve the interaction between the Regional Associations and the Technical Commissions. A dedicated meeting will be held on this matter on Sunday 28 October, the day prior to the beginning of the WMO Extraordinary Congress. The Management Group may want to provide additional suggestions on this matter.

_________________




















































