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	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides a brief overview of the inter-relatationship between CIMO and WIGOS and of CIMO’s recent efforts to provide input to WIGOS development.


Action proposed

The meeting is invited to consider how to further improve the synergy between CIMO and WIGOS and the contribution CIMO provides to WIGOS implementation.
________________
CIMO AND WIGOS
1. Since CIMO XV, when the CIMO working structure, as reflected in the Terms of Reference of its OPAGs and their Expert Teams, was reconfigured to address the need to contribute with priority to WIGOS development, CIMO has been a major contributor to the formulation and evolution of WIGOS. The current inter-sessional period has seen revision of Expert Team Work Plans to address with priority those tasks that WIGOS looks to CIMO to provide leadership and/or assistance with, and new Work Plans to be developed for the coming inter-sessional period will reflect even more strongly the emerging needs of WIGOS. 
2. Major contributions to WIGOS development from CIMO have been:

· ICG-WIGOS: The CIMO President co-chairs this key WIGOS steering group and Dr van der Meulen has recently been appointed as the ICG-WIGOS Focal Point on DRR;

· TT-WMD: CIMO provides the chair of this group, which has developed a draft standard for Core WIGOS Metadata.;
· TT-WRM: CIMO has contributed a key role to the development of WIGOS regulatory material through the Chair of the CIMO Guide Editorial Board, who is a member of this Task Team. Notably, the CIMO Guide has been closely examined and several candidate requirements elevated to regulatory status by their inclusion in the WIGOS regulatory material. 
· TT-ICA: This development is fully consistent with a WIGOS strategy to promote global standardization in observation. ICG-WIGOS has broadly supported a new edition of ICA as a WIGOS project with a strong CD aspect; ICG-WIGOS-3 suggested that WIGOS funding for this initiative should be considered.
· CIMO Guide Editorial Board: with the cooperation of numerous experts from within and beyond the commission, a new edition of the CIMO Guide will be submitted for approval to CIMO-XVI. This is a significant contribution to the development of WIGOS regulatory material.
3. Considerable progress has been made during the inter-sessional period in on-going collaboration between WMO and ISO on the development and approval process of two common WMO-ISO standards:
· Ground-based Remote Sensing by Doppler Wind Lidars (ISO TC145/SC5 – WD28902)
· Siting Classification for Surface Observing Stations on Land (already published in the current edition of the CIMO Guide)
Further joint standards are also being pursued.

4. CIMO collaboration on COST initiatives is another WIGOS activity that promotes standardization and demonstrates how CIMO is committed to increasing its collaboration with external agencies.
5. An important CIMO contribution to WIGOS planned for later in 2014 is the conduct of a CIMO/WIGOS Scoping Workshop to address future mechanisms for improving the standardization of remote sensing observational systems and techniques. See companion Document 3.1(2). This activity will also examine ways to strengthen the RIC system, to improve standardization and traceability of observations throughout the WMO community.
6. ICG-WIGOS-3 met in Geneva from 10 to 14 February. Prof. Calpini was vice-Chair. Notable points from this meeting for CIMO and follow-up actions required of CIMO are as follows:

· ICG-WIGOS-3 identified an ongoing need for continued communications and outreach: The commission can assist with this process through its interactions with Members, especially those not yet actively engaged in WIGOS.
· WIGOS metadata development (CIMO lead), streamlined approval of the WIGOS regulatory material, and effective communications, outreach and capacity development are all identified as risk areas for WIGOS implementation, so CIMO management Group may wish to consider how CIMO can help to diminish these risks.
· Increased collaboration with partner and external agencies, such as  AfriGEOSS and the European Commission, is seen as a priority for WIGOS needing additional attention, so CIMO should redouble its efforts in this area to assist WIGOS.
· The draft WIGOS Core Metadata Standard is now available for detailed review by the technical commissions. CIMO Management Group may wish to discuss an effective mechanism for formal CIMO review of the document by 15 May 2014.
· The draft WIGOS regulatory material (changes to WMO Technical Regulations and the new WIGOS Manual) will soon be available for detailed review by the technical commissions. CIMO Management Group may wish to discuss an effective mechanism for formal CIMO review of these documents during the period from 01 April to 30 June 2014.

· ICG-WIGOS welcomed the initiative of CIMO to renew the International Conference on Experiences with AWS (ICEAWS) covering all aspects of the life cycle of AWS and suggested that these could be ‘WIGOS Conferences’. There was a consideration that organization of such a conference would be more effective and appropriate at a regional instead of a global level. It was agreed that attention could be raised concerning such WIGOS Conferences at EC-66, to encourage resourcing and/or hosting offers.
· The Minamata Convention on Mercury (UNEO) and impacts on NMHS were discussed at ICG-WIGOS-3; it was noted that RA I and RA III Members are likely to be mostly influenced by this. CIMO, through its President, was requested to provide a brief informative communications paper by 31 May 2014, to be used for communications with PRs.
7. The meeting is invited to consider the information above, how further to improve the contribution that CIMO makes to WIGOS, and to identify the tasks that CIMO should embark on to support them.
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