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	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides a brief overview of some existing cooperation between CIMO and other WMO Technical Commissions and Regional Associations and of recent request for specific collaboration that were made to CIMO.


Action proposed

The meeting is invited to consider how to further improve the collaboration with Technical Commissions and Regional Associations and identify the tasks that CIMO should embark on to support them.
________________
COOPERATION WITH OTHER TECHNICAL COMMISSIONS AND REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

1. During the this intersessional period, CIMO collaborated with a number of Technical Commissions. A few examples are provided below.
2. In the context of the update of the CIMO Guide, significant contributions were provided by experts from the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS), the Commission for Atmospheric Science (CAS), and the Joint Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM) and other experts. All these proposals were reviewed in detail by the CIMO Guide Editorial Board and compiled into the Preliminary 2014 Edition. 
3. In the context of SPICE, discussions were held with experts from the Commission for Climatology. One of them took part in a SPICE meeting by teleconference. A representative of EC-PORS and of GCOS also actively take part in the project.

4. In the context of the development of common WMO-ISO standards, all TCs were invited to nominate experts to represent the interest of their commission in the development of common ISO-WMO standards. CCl and JCOMM nominated experts to collaborate on the Siting Classification for Observing Stations on Land.

Recent proposals for collaboration

4.1 During CIMO MG-9, Dimitar Ivanov from the Regional Office for Europe addressed the meeting on behalf of Regional Association VI (RA-VI, Europe) on a proposed collaboration between RA-VI and CIMO addressing observations at mountain stations. Specific problems that those stations are facing include the measurement of wind in icing conditions and of precipitation, as well as logistical problems related to power supply and telecommunications. RA-VI is about to develop a plan for the automation of such stations and would welcome guidance on most appropriate instruments for use. CIMO MG-9 had welcomed the possibility of a close collaboration with RA-VI, but requested more information on RA-VI requirements/needs in view of identifying suitable actions from CIMO and assessing whether they could be included in CIMO ET workplans. Since then a formal request from the RA-VI president was received in this context. It is now envisaged that CIMO and RA-VI could jointly organize a workshop on the challenges of operating instruments in the mountainous conditions. Switzerland has expressed the willingness to host such a workshop.
4.2 The Commission for Agricultural Meteorology (CAgM) approached CIMO to perform the characterization of farmer rain gauges used in Africa and provide guidance on how to improve those gauges. In this context, EC-65 emphasized the urgent need of improvement in rainfall observation networks in rural areas of developing countries. The Council encouraged a special coordinated effort from CAgM, CHy, CIMO and possibly CCl to develop standards for simple plastic raingauges to be used by farmers to improve the network of rainfall observations in areas where there are gaps and to contribute to the objectives of the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS), with special regard to the quality of observations and the standardization of instruments and methods in rural and agrometeorological networks.

4.3 The Council emphasized the urgent need of improvement in rainfall observation networks in rural areas of developing countries. The Council encouraged a special coordinated effort from CAgM, CHy, CIMO and possibly CCl to develop standards for simple plastic raingauges to be used by farmers to improve the network of rainfall observations in areas where there are gaps and to contribute to the objectives of the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS), with special regard to the quality of observations and the standardization of instruments and methods in rural and agrometeorological networks.

4.4 The Secretariat arranged to put in contact the representatives from Metagri with those of the CIMO Lead Centre on Precipitation Intensity. However, a formal request from CIMO to the Lead Centre is still pending.

4.5 EC-65 expressed concern about the accuracy and performance requirements for data and information currently discussed at the relevant ICAO groups, and urged the Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology (CAeM), the Commission for the Atmospheric Sciences (CAS) and the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation (CIMO) to study and evaluate these emerging requirements in terms of scientific and operational feasibility, cost implications and realistic implementation time-lines. Considering the future development of netcentric technologies in aeronautical meteorological services, the Council noted the importance of addressing issues of quality, integrity and reliability of aeronautical meteorological data and information, and its protection from unauthorized access, when introducing SWIM principles in support of the future global air traffic management system.
4.6 EC-65 noted the support of ICG-WIGOS for centennial observations at specific sites and urged Members to sustain relevant observation programmes as an invaluable scientific heritage for future generations. While fully acknowledging Members’ sole responsibilities for national observations, the Council requested CCl, jointly with GCOS and CIMO, to investigate existing site certification mechanisms, network criteria and monitoring principles and to set up an appropriate WMO mechanism for the recognition of centennial observing stations, based on a minimum set of objective assessment criteria. This is discussed in further details in a dedicated document.
4.7 CIMO MG-9 considered ways to improve the interactions between CIMO and the RAs. It had recognized that all regions were represented in the CIMO MG and had agreed that it was the responsibility of each MG member to be in close contacts with their relevant RA and doing their utmost to attend their RA sessions as part of their national delegation. This would provide a direct link between CIMO and the RAs, help to inform the RAs of relevant CIMO activities, and better understand the RA requirements for guidance.

4.8 The meeting is invited to consider how to further improve the collaboration with Technical Commissions and Regional Associations and identify the tasks that CIMO should embark on to support them.
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