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ISSUES RELATED TO PLANNING, COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT OF COMMISSION ACTIVITIES
Arrangements for CIMO-16
(Submitted by the Secretariat)

	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides information on the arrangements for CIMO-16, in particular the draft Agenda and Explanatory Memorandum.


Action proposed

The MG is invited to review the proposed Agenda for CIMO-16 and make any other recommendations relevant to the organization of CIMO-16 and preparation of the session documents.
________________
Appendices:
I
Draft Provisional Agenda for CIMO-16


II
Draft Provisional Annotated Agenda for CIMO-16
ARRANGEMENTS FOR CIMO-16
1. CIMO-XV will be held in St. Petersburg, Russian Federation, from 10 to 16 July 2014. It will be of the same duration as CIMO-XV. TECO-2014 will be held just before CIMO-16 from 7 to 9 July 2014 in conjunction with METEOREX-2014. CIMO-16 and TECO-2014 will be held at different venues and METEOREX will therefore be organized at the same venue as TECO-2014, but will not be overlapping with CIMO-16.

2. The proposed draft agenda for the session is provided in Appendix I, while the Explanatory Memorandum is provided in Appendix II.

3. In the last sessions of WMO constituent body meetings, most of the work was carried out in plenary only with simultaneous interpretation. It is proposed that the same will be done for CIMO-16 and that the agenda items will be split between two plenaries as follow 

General Plenary will examine agenda items 1 to 3 and 7 to 13;

Plenary A will examine agenda items 4 to 6.

4. According to WMO General Regulation 189, the provisional agenda and an explanatory memorandum summarizing the problems to be discussed shall be ready at least 120 days before the date of opening. The documents for the session shall be sent as soon as possible, and preferably not later than 45 days before the opening of the session.
5. Many WMO constituent bodies will be meeting in the coming months, which will be imposing strong pressure on the translators. It is therefore crucial that the preparation of the documents is well planned to ensure they can be made available publicly sufficiently ahead of the session.

6. In order to enable translation of the session documents and dispatch to all WMO Members by the requested deadlines, it is proposed to have 3 main deadlines for finalization of documents by the authors and IMOP Secretariat staff: 28 March, 8 April and 23 April. The meeting is invited to make arrangements to ensure documents needed to be provided by the CIMO Management Group members are available by the agreed deadlines for further finalization and processing by the Secretariat.

_________________

DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA
1. OPENING OF THE SESSION
2. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

2.1
Consideration of the report on credentials

2.2
Adoption of the agenda

2.3
Establishment of committees

2.4
Other organizational matters

3. REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE COMMISSION

4. DECISIONS AND FUTURE PRIORITIES RELATED TO STANDARDIZATION AND INSTRUMENT INTERCOMPARISONS
5. 
DECISIONS AND FUTURE PRIORITIES RELATED TO REMOTE SENSING AND NEW TECHNOLOGIES

[incl. review of Testbeds and Lead Centres, and possibly new proposals for nomination of TB & LC]

6. DECISIONS AND FUTURE PRIORITIES RELATED TO CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

[incl. update of the CIMO Guide]

7. CIMO’s role in WMO Priority Activities and its collaboration with WMO technical commissions and programmes

[incl. WIGOS, WIS, GFCS, DRR, Aeronautical Meteorology, Capacity Development; and also  GAW, Polar observations, QMF, Hydrology, Climate (Centennial Stations), Regional Instrument Centres and Regional Radiation Centres]
8. COLLABORATION WITH RELEVANT INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

9. FUTURE WORK AND WORKING STRUCTURE OF THE COMMISSION AND STRATEGIC PLANNING
[incl. gender mainstreaming, Strategic Planning, any new activities not addressed above]

10. REVIEW OF PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMISSION AND OF RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

11. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

12. DATE AND PLACE OF THE SEVENTEENTH SESSION

13. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

__________

DRAFT PROVISIONAL ANNOTATED AGENDA
1. OPENING OF THE SESSION
The sixteenth session of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation (CIMO-XVI) will be held in St.-Petersburg, Russian Federation, from 10 to 16 July 2014.  The opening ceremony will take place at 10.00 a.m. on Thursday, 10 July 2014.

2. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

2.1
Consideration of the report on credentials

In accordance with General Regulations 21 to 24 a list of representatives attending the session will be made available, which will be based on the credentials received by the Secretary-General before the session and on those handed to his representative at the session.

2.2
Adoption of the agenda

In accordance with Regulation 191 the provisional agenda (distributed herewith) and any other items submitted in accordance with sub-paragraph (7) of Regulation 191 will be put before the Commission for adoption.  In accordance with Regulation 190, additional items for the agenda may be forwarded to the Secretariat before the session and should be accompanied by explanatory memoranda and documentation supporting the discussion of these items.  By virtue of Regulation 193, the agenda may be amended at any time during the course of the session.

2.3
Establishment of committees
In accordance with Regulations 23 to 32, the session may wish to establish a Credentials Committee, a Nomination Committee, a Drafting Committee, a Coordination Committee and such other committees, as deemed necessary.  

The Commission will decide when dealing with agenda item 2.1 whether or not a Credentials Committee should be established; at recent sessions of the Commissions, this was considered unnecessary.  In order to facilitate the election of officers, it is normal practice to establish a Nomination Committee which shall prepare and submit to the Plenary a list of the nominees for each office for which an election is to be held.  To ensure proper coordination of activities, it is usual practice to set up a Coordination Committee, according to Regulation 29. Experience at past sessions of technical commissions showed that the most expedient method is for each committee or sub-committee to establish its own arrangements for drafting its report to the Plenary.  

It is suggested that the work of the session be carried out in plenary only. General Plenary will be chaired by the president of the Commission, while Plenary A B will be chaired by members of the CIMO Management Group. It is suggested that the General Plenary and Plenary A share the work as follows (more details will be proposed in INF. 2):

General Plenary will examine agenda items 1 to 3 and 7 to 14;

Plenary A will examine agenda items 4 to 6.

It is expected that a rapporteur would be established to assist the Commission with respect to agenda item 10.

2.4
Other organizational matters
Under this agenda item, the Plenary Session may wish to examine details relating to the organization of the session not dealt with under items 2.1 to 2.3 above, such as the working hours of the meetings.  The Commission may also wish to decide, in accordance with Regulation 112, whether summarized minutes of plenary meetings of the Commission are necessary. At previous sessions, the Commission did not find it necessary to prepare such minutes.

3. REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE COMMISSION


This report will summarize activities of the Commission since its last session (Helsinki, Finland, September 2010), actions taken by the president in support of the WMO high priority activities, crosscutting activities and inter-commission actions that emerged during the intersessional period, and proposals for future directions in the next intersessional. The Commission normally has a general discussion of the president's report and refers any points requiring detailed study or subsequent action by the Commission under the appropriate agenda items.

4. DECISIONS AND FUTURE PRIORITIES RELATED TO STANDARDIZATION AND INSTRUMENT INTERCOMPARISONS

The Commission will receive and review a report on the progress and achievements of the Open Programme Area Group on Standardization and Intercomparisons. The report will refer to the work plan of the Expert Team on Standardization, of the Expert Team on New In-situ Technologies, of the Expert Team on Instrument Intercomparisons, of the Theme Leader on Aircraft Measurements, and of the Task Team on Aircraft-based Observations as well as to outcomes that were achieved in the frame of the CIMO Task Team on the Cloud Atlas. The Commission will be invited to consider proposals and recommendations developed by the Expert Teams, Task Teams and Theme Leaders, including proposals for future activities.
5. 
DECISIONS AND FUTURE PRIORITIES RELATED TO REMOTE SENSING AND NEW TECHNOLOGIES


The Commission will receive and review a report on the progress and achievements of the Open Programme Area Group on Remote-Sensing and New Technologies. The report will refer to the work plan of the Expert Team on Operational Remote Sensing, the Expert Team on new Technologies and Testbeds, the Theme Leader on Radio-Frequency Protection, and the Theme Leader on Satellite Observations. The Commission will be invited to consider proposals and recommendations developed by the Expert Teams and Theme Leaders, including proposals for future activities.

The Commission will also be informed about the performances of CIMO Testbeds and Lead Centres and new proposals for such centre. The Commission will be invited to consider approving the newly proposed CIMO Testbeds and Lead Centres providing special facilities operated by Members that provide important support to CIMO. 

6. DECISIONS AND FUTURE PRIORITIES RELATED TO CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT


The Commission will receive and review a report on the progress and achievements of the Open Programme Area Group on Capacity Building. The report will refer to the work plan of the Expert Team on Regional Instrument Centres, Calibration and Traceability, the CIMO Guide Editorial Board, the Theme Leader on Training Material and Training Activities, the Theme Leader on Radiosonde Performance Monitoring, and the Theme Leader on Surface-based instrument Performance Monitoring, as well as to other training activities carried out by the Commission. The Commission will be invited to consider proposals and recommendations developed by the Expert Teams and Theme Leaders, including proposals for future activities.


The Commission will receive and review a report on the status of the Guide to Meteorological Instruments and Methods of Observation (WMO-No.8, CIMO Guide) and plans for its update. The Commission will be invited to approve the provisional 2014 edition of the CIMO Guide. 
7. CIMO’s role in WMO Priority Activities and its collaboration with WMO technical commissions and programmes

The Commission will be informed on the development of relevant WMO priority activities and other WMO programmes. In particular, the meeting will be informed about the development of the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS), the WMO Information System (WIS), the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS), and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), and polar observations. The Commission will also be informed about proposals for collaboration linked to or emanating from other Technical Commission and Regional Associations, which will include among others the consideration of a mechanism to nominate centennial climate stations, and the possible need to establish regional centres providing regional support to remote-sensing observations.

The Commission will be invited to discuss its participation in these activities and to consider proposed actions and recommendations for its contributions and support to these activities and programmes.

8. COLLABORATION WITH RELEVANT INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

The Commission will be invited to review the collaboration between the International Organization of Standardization (ISO), the International Committee for Weights and Measures (CIPM) and WMO in the area of standardization of meteorological instruments and methods of observation as well in the field of calibration standards and methods.  The Commission will also be invited to review its collaboration with the Association of the Hydro-Meteorological Equipment Industry (HMEI).

9. FUTURE WORK AND WORKING STRUCTURE OF THE COMMISSION

The Commission will be invited to the strategic direction of the Commission and work programme for the Commission based on its considerations under the various agenda items and on the relevant objectives as given in the WMO Strategic Plan and relevant decisions from Congress and the Executive Council sessions.

The Commission will be invited to review and reconfirm or amend its structure to best support WMO priority activities. To carry out its work programme, it will review and (re-)establish the Open Programme Area Groups, Expert Teams and appoint Theme Leaders to act until its next session.  Regulations 33, 34, 35, 36 and 38 define the applicable procedures. 

Special reference will also be made to the gender issues and progress that has been made since CIMO-XV and will be invited to review its policy for the participation of women in the work of the Commission.

The Commission will be informed on the preparation of the WMO Strategic Plan (2016-2019) and related WMO Operating Plan which will be submitted to Cg-XVII (May 2015). The Commission will be invited to consider how to contribute to the WMO Strategic Plan 2016-2019 and Operating Plan as regards the area of responsibilities of the Commission.

10. 
REVIEW OF PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMISSION AND OF RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

In accordance with Regulation 191, the Commission will be called upon to review its resolutions and recommendations adopted before this session, along with the relevant resolutions of the Executive Council, with a view to deciding which of them should be kept in force.

11. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The Commission will be invited to elect a president and vice-president to hold office until the end of the next session of the Commission.  Details regarding eligibility and procedures for elections are given in Regulations 11, 27, 80 to 83, 85, 87, 90, and 185, as well as the provisions of Resolution 37 (Cg‑XI).

12. DATE AND PLACE OF THE SEVENTEENTH SESSION

According to Regulations 187 and 188, the seventeenth session of the Commission is provisionally scheduled for late 2018.  The Commission may wish to consider any invitations and suggestions that may be available at the time of the session regarding the date and venue of the next session.  It would be advantageous if the Commission could have before it such proposals from Members.  The Permanent Representatives of Members are requested to consult with their governments on this point and kindly give appropriate instructions to their national delegates.

13. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

The sixteenth session of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation is scheduled to close on Wednesday, 16 July 2014.
__________




















































