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	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides information on technical conferences related to automatic weather stations (AWS). Because of serious requests from Mebers for improved transfer of knowledge, experiences and technology related to AWS it is recommended to stimulate or support the continuation of the series of International Conferences on AWS.


Action proposed

The Meeting is invited to discuss the issue and formulate a recommendation on how to stimulate the continuation of international conferences (or workshops) on AWSs.
________________
Appendices:
(none)
OTHER PERTINENT ISSUES
International Conferences on Automatic Weather Stations
1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Automatic observations, .i.e. without interventions of any observer, are a major topic within the IMOP Programme and for many decades. Already the first IOM report (1980) dealed with automation and many other reports are available providing guidance on design of AWS, inclusive algorithms.
1.2 In the CIMO Guide a special chapter is available (Part II, Chap 1) to inform Members on how AWS should be designed, maintained and managed. Together with the information on the AWS portal on the WMO IMOP website
, Members should be capable to formulate functional specifications on AWSs providing weather observing systems, with acceptable performance and quality.
1.3 In practice however many Members complain from negative experiences with automatic observing systems, limited sustainability and performances. Although it is expected that not all Members do follow the required procedures or strategies to guarantee optimal quality, technology transfer may help to improve the situation. Such transfer may be helpful to better formulate functional specifications or improving maintenance strategies. More over a serious concern is the misunderstanding that AWSs are maintenance free or do not need manual attention.

1.4 Although a number of intercomparisons and TECOs focussed on typical issues related to automation of observations, there still is a recognized need for support to improve the reliability of AWSs.

1.5 Workshops and conferences are found to be appropriate and successful activities to exchange experiences and other knowledge of the use and management of AWS. A typical example of these conferences (apart from CIMO’s TECOs) are the "International Conferences on Experiences with Automatic Weather Stations in Operational Use within National Weather Services" (ICEAWS), which are organized to exchange experiences with AWS systems and performance of AWS networks. The first ICEAWS was initiated by the Central Institute for Meteorology and Geodynamics (ZAMG, Austria, in particular by Ernst Rudel, CCl member, and with support by WMO) in 1995. This first meeting was in fact a workshop and very successful and therefore continued as conferences. The fourth and last ICEAWS was in Portugal, organized in 2006 by the Meteorological Institute of Portugal (today: Portuguese Sea and Atmosphere Institute, IPMA) in particular by Luís Nuñes. Although Brasil (Instituto de Agronomia) offered to continue the series, this offer was never realized. Like with TECOs, presentations are published as papers and made available publicly. 
1.6 The idea of stimulating the continuation of the series of ICEAWS (in all regions) is endorsed by the ICG-WIGOS.
2. RECOMMENDATION
2.1 By consulting Members the CIMO MG should find a number of NMHSs willing to organize such ICEAWS, but without further support from WMO (or limited support only). Based on the very positive experiences in the past with these conferences a new start shall motivate other NMHSs to continue the series of ICEAWS on the long term.
_________________




















































� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/IMOP/WebPortal-AWS/Index.html" ��http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/IMOP/WebPortal-AWS/Index.html� 





