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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
1.1 Opening of the Session
The Thirteenth Session of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation Management Group will open at 09:00 hours on Sunday, 7 December 2014, at the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) Headquarters in Offenbach, Germany.
1.2 Adoption of the Agenda
The provisional agenda will be submitted to the Session for adoption.  
1.3 Working Arrangements for the Session
The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work, including working hours.  The documentation and meeting will be conducted in English only. 
2. REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

The President of CIMO will brief the Management Group on his main activities since CIMO-16.

3. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF CIMO WORK PROGRAMMES

3.1 OPAG In-Situ Technologies and Instrument Intercomparisons

The meeting will review and agree on the work plans of the expert teams and theme leaders of the OPAG on In-Situ Technologies and Instrument Intercomparisons and decide on the establishment of relevant Task Teams, if needed.

3.2 OPAG Remote Sensing Technologies

The meeting will review and agree on the work plans of the expert teams and theme leaders of the OPAG on Remote-Sensing Technologies and decide on the establishment of relevant Task Teams, if needed.

3.3 OPAG Capacity Development and Operational Metrology

The meeting will review and agree on the work plans of the expert teams and theme leaders of the OPAG on Capacity Development and Operational Metrology and decide on the establishment of relevant Task Teams, if needed.

4. ISSUES RELATED TO PLANNING, COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT OF COMMISSION ACTIVITIES

4.1 Expert Teams Membership and other CIMO Representatives

The meeting will review the list of experts nominated for the CIMO Expert Teams, Task Teams and Theme Leaders that was agreed on by correspondence and will be invited to make adjustments in case of need. The meeting will also consider nominating other CIMO representatives to liaise with important activities of WMO relevant to CIMO, if required.
4.2 Planning of CIMO Activities

The meeting will be informed about the tentative plan to hold CIMO activities in the period 2014-18. The meeting will also be invited to make recommendations as to special activities that should be organized or coordinated by CIMO and to propose tentative timelines for important activities.

4.3 CIMO Working Mechanisms

The meeting will be invited to make any modifications to its working mechanisms and clarify specific roles in case needs.

4.4 Collaboration with ISO

The meeting will be informed about the outcomes of the meeting of the ISO Technical Committee 146 “Air Quality” / Sub-Committee 5 “Meteorology” (ISO TC146/SC5) that was held in Pretoria, South Africa, in September 2014 and will be invited to make recommendations on the expected involvement of CIMO and WMO in the activities of ISO TC146/SC5 for consideration by the WMO Executive Council.

4.5 Collaboration with HMEI on Tender Specifications
The meeting will be informed about the progress made by HMEI in developing guidance documentation and generic tender documentations / specifications for the procurement of meteorological instruments.

4.6 Reports of CIMO Focal Points and Other CIMO Representatives
The CIMO Focal Points will be invited to brief the meeting on any emerging issues or relevant activities related to their focal point activities and particularly those requiring active involvement of CIMO Expert Teams to support them.
CIMO MG members who represented CIMO at recent activities will be invited to report on them and to inform the CIMO MG on any topic requiring special attention and follow-up.
5. CIMO CERTIFICATES AND AWARDS

The meeting will be invited to review and agree on clear criteria for granting certificates to CIMO experts for an important contribution during an intersession period. The CIMO MG members who were already part of the CIMO MG during the previous intersessional period will be invited to apply them to the CIMO experts who contributed to the work of CIMO between 2010 and 2014.
The meeting will also be invited to propose modifications to the guidelines for granting the Vaisala awards to consider other channels of submission, which could increase the number of submissions for the award; further encourage the submissions from developing countries, clarifying the linkage of the Award for the Development and Implementation of the Instruments and Methods of Observation to the developments carried out in developing countries; and refine the criteria for granting the awards, to avoid possible misinterpretations of the criteria.
6. CONTRIBUTIONS TO CONGRESS-17
The meeting will be presented with the draft documents addressing CIMO activities that will be submitted to the Seventeenth World Meteorological Congress, including CIMO input to WMO Strategic and Operation Plans for next financial period. The meeting will be invited to review them and make proposals for modifications, if required.

7. OTHER BUSINESS

Under this agenda item, the meeting will be invited to consider any other issue brought forward by participants at the meeting.
8. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION
The Session is tentatively scheduled to close on Tuesday 9 December 2014, early afternoon.
__________

