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	Summary and purpose of document
This document provides information on latest developments related to WIGOS and GFCS.


Action proposed

The Meeting is invited to note this information and to identify activities that CIMO should undertake to provide additional support to these WMO priorities and how CIMO could better support GFCS and interact with it.
________________
Reference: 
ICG-WIGOS-5 Draft Final report

CIMO’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE WMO PRIORITIES AND COLLABORATION WITH OTHER WMO PROGRAMMES, TECHNICAL COMMISSIONS AND REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

WIGOS AND GFCS
1. The Seventeenth WMO Congress identified the following highest priorities for the WIGOS pre-operational phase:
(a) National WIGOS implementation;

(b) WIGOS regulatory material complemented with necessary guidance material to assist Members with the implementation of the WIGOS technical regulations;

(c) Further development of the WIGOS Information Resource, with special emphasis on the operational deployment of the databases of the Observing Systems Capability Analysis and Review tool;

(d) Development and implementation of the WIGOS Data Quality Monitoring System;

(e) Concept development and initial establishment of Regional WIGOS Centres;
2. The Fifth Session of the Inter-Commission Coordination Group on the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (ICG-WIGOS-5) was held at the WMO Secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland, from 25 to 28 January 2016.
3. ICG-WIGOS reviewed the progress towards the implementation of WIGOS achieved by the Technical Commissions (TCs) and the Regional Associations (RAs). Further, it reviewed outcomes from ICG-WIGOS Task Team meetings, and WIGOS-relevant workshops. In this regard, ICG-WIGOS expressed its appreciation of the progress achieved and thanked all involved experts and contributors. 
4. ICG-WIGOS further discussed the progress made in the five key priority areas established by Cg-17 for the WIGOS Pre-operational Phase (2016-2019), including the concept development for Regional WIGOS Centres. Based on its deliberations, ICG-WIGOS formulated its recommendations on a further elaboration of the draft Plan for the WIGOS Pre-operational Phase (PWPP) to be submitted to EC-68 for approval. Finally, ICG-WIGOS considered its future working structure.
WIGOS Working Structure
5. ICG-WIGOS decided to close down two task teams, namely Task Team WIGOS Regulatory Material (TT-WRM) and Task Team WIGOS Quality Management (TT-WQM), and to establish the following new Teams: a) WIGOS Editorial Board (WEdB); b) a Task Team on the WIGOS Data Quality Monitoring System; c) a Task Team on WIGOS Data and Partnership. Regarding the Task Team WIGOS Metadata (TT-WMD) it was decided to keep the team active until the end of 2016 and then to establish a new Task team on OSCAR Development.

SORT

6. ICG-WIGOS reiterated the general requirement for the development of the Standardization of Observations Review Tool (SORT) and requested D/OBS that it be brought to the attention of EC-68 in order to gain support of EC for its further development and to guarantee resources needed. ICG-WIGOS was of the opinion that even though SORT would meet a requirement for the organization as a whole rather than being specific to just WIGOS, it would be important that WIGOS take the lead in its development and that it retain an ownership stake in the system. Finally it was proposed to organize a dedicated SORT development workshop.
Vision for WIGOS in 2040
7. ICG-WIGOS-5 recalled the request from EC-66 to CBS to lead the development of a “Vision for WIGOS in 2040”, with involvement of the other technical commissions and to submit such a vision to Cg-18 in 2019 for approval. An initial draft Vision for the WIGOS Space-based component in 2040 was developed.

WIGOS Regulatory Material
8. ICG-WIGOS considered how to establish the process for reviewing draft text developed by the Secretariat and/or relevant TC experts for updating WIGOS regulatory material and for new guidance material. In this regard, ICG-WIGOS decided to terminate TT-WRM and to establish a small WIGOS Editorial Board of 3 members; with representatives of CBS, CIMO.
OSCAR Database
9. ICG-WIGOS agreed that OSCAR/Surface was sufficiently mature as a metadata repository for it to be declared operational. ICG-WIGOS asked the OSCAR development team to make the necessary preparations to declare OSCAR/Surface operational on 2 May 2016, and to issue appropriate notices to Members, including in the Operational Newsletter of the WWW Operational Information Service (OIS). 
WIGOS and GFCS

10. During ICG-WIGOS, the contribution of WIGOS to the implementation of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) was discussed. The role of WIGOS and its contribution to the Observation and Monitoring Pillar was identified, e.g. in promoting and improving observing standards, sharing experiences and best practices on data processing, quality control, data management, data exchange, observing system/data integration. 
11. In this regard, the need for synergy, enhanced collaboration and coordination was reiterated. It was pointed out the success of this will depend on the establishment of practical working arrangements and appropriate mechanisms for GFCS and WIGOS to work together. The opportunity to work together on some current GFCS pilot projects was recognized as being an important first step in this direction. In this regard the Secretariat was requested to propose a way forward. ICG-WIGOS agreed that EC-68 should provide guidance on the future relationship between WIGOS and GFCS, and their collaboration. ICG-WIGOS also requested D/OBS and D/GFCS Office to work toward a stronger and more focused Secretariat coordination between these two WMO strategic priorities. 
12. The way in which CIMO can better support GFCS will become clearer when the EC-68 provides guidance on how WIGOS and GFCS should interact. However, the meeting is invited to consider how CIMO could better contribute to GFCS through the work of its expert teams and/or in other manners.
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