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(Submitted by Dr. J. Nash, Vice-President of CIMO)



Summary and purpose of document

This document provides a report on the attendance of Dr. Nash at the meeting of the Presidents of Technical Commissions, Geneva, January 2006, on behalf of the acting President of CIMO.


Action proposed

The Management Group is invited take information in the report into account when discussion the crosscutting issues, such as WMO Information System, WMO Quality Management Framework, NDPM and GEOSS. 

REPORT OF THE 2006 MEETING OF THE PRESIDENTS OF 

TECHNICAL COMMISSIONS

Opening of the session 

1. The 2006 Meeting of the Presidents of Technical Commissions (PTC) was opened on Wednesday, 25 January at 10.00 in the WMO Headquarters in Geneva by Mr M.A. Rabiolo, the Third Vice-President of WMO.
Inter-Commission Coordination Group on the WMO Information System (ICG-WIS)

2. The PTC reviewed the status of development of the overarching, integrated WMO Information System (WIS) that would meet the requirements for discovery, access, retrieval and dissemination/exchange of information of all WMO and related international Programmes.
3. The PTC agreed that the technical commissions (TCs) should develop and contribute WMO metadata extensions specific to their respective WMO Programmes. 

4. The ICG-WIS had recommended the establishment of small ad-hoc steering groups when necessary, composed of key experts from relevant TCs and Programmes, to foster the development and coordination of critical components.  The PTC agreed that such ad-hoc steering groups would facilitate the ICG-WIS work progress and further agreed that the approval of EC be sought for authorizing the establishment of ICG-WIS/steering groups.

5. The PTC endorsed ICG-WIS’ recommendation that the PTC should take up the role as WMO’s authority for the management of metadata, with a delegation to the president of CBS for monthly to quarterly decisions during intersessional periods.

6. The PTC noted the GEO initiative called “GEONetcast” to develop a worldwide, operational, end-to-end Earth observation data collection and dissemination system and noted the proposal of CBS that, in order to reduce costs, accelerate development and ensure success to, the GEONetcast initiative should build upon and be fully coordinated with the WIS with respect to weather-, water- and climate-related data.

Inter-Commission Task Team on Quality Management Framework

7. The PTC reiterated the need to develop a coordinated approach among the technical commissions to improve the accuracy and consistency of the technical documentation with priority given to documentation relating to observation generation and handling.  The PTC felt that using an electronically based concept of documentation could help in achieving this goal as efficiently as possible.  Recognizing that harmonizing the technical documentation relative to observations requires a considerable amount of time and resources, the PTC recommended that the ICTT meeting focus on developing a mechanism for optimizing this process.

8. The PTC strongly supported the concept of developing a demonstration project that should include and integrate in the QMS all sectors of a NMHS.  It recommended that the ICTT-QMF, at its forthcoming meeting, work on defining this project and consider how to propose a potential candidate NMHS.

Inter-Commission Task Group on International Polar Year 2007-2008 (ITG)

9. In discussing the ITG, the PTC concluded that: (1) the TCs should play an important role at IPY implementation stage, when the existing elements of global observing systems which are at present within their areas of responsibility would be in use; and (2) beyond IPY, the major role of WMO TCs should be to take responsibility to ensure the legacy of observing systems improved or established in the IPY era.

Marine Impacts on Lowland Agriculture and Coastal Resources (MILAC)

10. The PTC offered its strong support to the MILAC concept and to its application to marine multi-hazard warning systems.  It recognized that the implementation of the MILAC concept should be a component of and coordinated with the framework of the WMO Natural Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Programme strategy for coastal areas.  The PTC also recognized that MILAC contribute directly to the GEOSS, and in particular to two of its nine societal benefit areas: reducing loss of life and property from natural and human-induced disasters; and supporting sustainable agriculture and combating desertification.

WMO activities related to Natural Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Programme

11. The PTC was informed that DPM plans to convene a multi-disciplinary expert meeting in February 2007, involving also representatives from the WMO TCs.  The goal of this expert meeting would be to identify concrete project areas related to enhancing capacities in WMO’s core areas supporting DPM in each Region.  In this regard, the PTC acknowledged the critical role of the TCs, particularly related to participation in the multi-disciplinary expert team and working with the Secretariat to establish specific projects and performance measures, particularly on issues related to priorities and activities of the TCs, and identification of the areas that would require collaboration across the TCs. 

12. The PTC agreed that TCs should nominate a rapporteur within their Management Groups with extensive experience to liaise with the DPM Programme in the execution of the WMO DPM Revised Implementation Plan.  CBS, CAeM, CHy and CIMO had already nominated their DPM rapporteurs.
Status and plans for the Global Earth Observation System of Systems

13. The PTC discussed in depth the issue of the GEO processes and the challenges that have resulted.  These include: the high volume of information that is being generated; the somewhat unrealistic timelines being given for comments on or responses to the documents emerging from GEO; the relatively slow process for getting Summary Reports from meetings of the Governing bodies of GEO and hence the utility of the decisions taken; and, the challenges of coordination within countries and across Commissions and International Agencies where nine societal benefit areas and multiple disciplines are engaged in GEOSS tasks.  Finally the question was raised about the management of GEOSS in terms of who would manage a GEOSS system, for example the proposed GEONetcast system.  Some clarity was provided in this to the PTC.

14. The PTC was informed that most of the TCs had already identified a GEO rapporteur/coordinator to liaise with GEO.

Evolving Role of WMO

15. The PTC recalled the Council’s request for presidents of TCs to ensure the provision of weather, climate and water advice to decision-makers and the public, and the education of decision-makers and the public in weather, water and climate information.  In this connection, the PTC stressed the importance of also addressing customers and users, and that the relationship with the various groups should be an interactive and two-way process.  Certain experiences were shared in this regard.  The PTC especially underscored the need to address the growing range of services required by the increasing urban population.

16. Mr Bessemoulin, the president of CCl, will serve as the focal point on behalf of the presidents of TCs, to liaise and facilitate collaboration with the EC Working Group on the Evolution of NMHSs and WMO.

Long-term Planning 

17. The PTC agreed, in general, with the proposed overall approach to the preparation of the 7LTP, following clarifications of a number of items, including the linkage and distinction between the Long-term Plan and the Secretary-General’s Programme and Budget document.  It also provided a number of suggestions.

18. Mr Stewart, the president of CHy, will serve as the focal point on behalf of the presidents of TCs, to liaise and facilitate collaboration with the EC Working Group on Long-term Planning.
CCl priority for cross-cutting issues

19. The PTC noted the cross-cutting priorities of CCl-XIV, which encompassed issues ranging from LDCs to the Space-programme, GEOSS, climate disaster prevention, International Polar Year, WCP-Water and closer interaction with GCOS as well as WCRP.

Progress by the Technical Commissions in implementing actions in the GCOS Implementation Plan

20. The PTC noted the positive responses to the Implementation Plan that had been provided by the relevant TCs and welcomed the many actions that were already being carried out and/or planned by many of the TCs. 
Regional Implementation and Coordination Mechanism

21. The PTC reviewed the existing regional implementation and coordination approaches under the various Programmes related to TCs and agreed to develop pilot regional implementation projects and seek resources as appropriate for their implementation.

Any other business

22. The PTC noted the considerable progress made in the Integrated Global Atmospheric Chemistry Observations implementation activities, it received the brief report on the progress achieved at the end of the first year of the implementation of THORPEX, it discussed the current situation for radiation, data archiving and analysis and where World Radiation Data center best fits, and the meeting was informed on the preparations for a World Climate Conference-3. 

Closure of the session

23.
The PTC-2006 closed on Friday, 27 January at 11:24 hours
_______________













