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(Submitted by R. Dombrowsky, CIMO GEOSS Coordinator)


Summary and purpose of document

This document provides a brief summary report of the CIMO GEOSS Coordinator.


Action proposed

The Management Group is invited to discuss the CIMO role in GEOSS.

REPORT ON THE NATURAL DISASTER PREVENTION AND MITIGATION PROGRAMME

Summary of CIMO/DPM Collaboration

1. Following the advise from the CIMO Management Group, the Acting president of CIMO has established within the CIMO-MG structure, the GEOSS Coordinator as of 15 September 2006. Mr Rainer Dombrowsky (USA), the CIMO-MG members, agreed to serve as CIMO Coordinator for GEOSS.
2. The following is the Terms of Reference of CIMO Coordinator for GEOSS:
(a) To coordinate Commission activities, across its relevant Open Programme Area Groups, related to implementation aspects of the GEOSS 10-Year Implementation Plan and advise Commission members on activities that will contribute fully to the development and implementation of GEOSS including enhanced operation of the IMOP relevant to GEOSS;
(b) To coordinate with other regional and technical commission GEOSS rapporteurs and liaise with the WMO Secretariat on relevant GEOSS activities;

(c) To coordinate with GEO through its GEO Secretariat located with the WMO Secretariat on matters relevant to the Commission and GEO;

(d) To provide the CIMO Management Group with appropriate information and recommendations on the Commission’s GEOSS related activities.

3. Since making contact with GEO leadership the CIMO Coordinator for GEOSS has been added to the GEO information distribution list.  In addition the CIMO Coordinator and the Secretariat were afforded the opportunity to provide input to the draft 2006 GEO implementation planning document.  Under the final GEO Task Document activities under the CIMO IMOP are being supported and tasked under the plan. CIMO recently provided its quarterly report to GEO which has been inserted below.  The inserted pages will provide the latest status of Task number under the GEO 2006 Work Plan.  CIMO is in the process of reviewing and commenting on the draft 2007-2009 Work Plan.

4. The CIMO-MG is invited to discuss the role of CIMO in GEOSS and identify the critical areas through which CIMO would contribute to GEOSS.

GEO Seq.No. 10

GEO 2006 Work Plan Detail as of May 2006

Weather Task WE-06-01
	Task Number
	Title

	WE-06-01 
	Advocate a complete and stable surface-based (in-situ and airborne) Global Observing System (GOS). High priority should be given to a stable and fully functional World Weather Watch Upper Air Network and the further development of the Aircraft Meteorological Data Relay (AMDAR) programme.

	Area
	

	Weather
	

	Relevant Committee
	

	ADC
	


Description of the Work to be Performed

Upper Air Network

1. Approach GCOS to review the operational status of GUAN and identify requirements for improvements.

2. Promote activities to meet these requirements by GEO members and submit appropriate recommendations for adoption at the 2006 GEO Plenary.

AMDAR 

1. Approach AMDAR Panel to identify key steps required from GEO members to expand AMDAR system, including the development and use of new onboard software and alternative AMDAR technologies.

2. Promote implementation of, and seek official support from GEO members at the 2006 GEO plenary for, the foregoing steps.

Output & Deliverables

Adoption and implementation of recommendations promoting the development of a fully operational and functional Upper Air Network.

Initiation of, and official support for, steps necessary to the expansion of the AMDAR system

Calendar (incl. milestones)

Q2 2006 – Q4 2008 

Financial Contributions (from GEO Operations Budget)

none

Actual Project Costs

NOTE: This is intended to report on the actual, consolidated cost of the task. It should contain and estimate
 of the contributions made to date to this task such as manpower, materials, travel costs, etc.

Current Status 15.06.06
WWW Contribution

The monitoring of data availability from GOS surface and airborne network has been carried out on a routine basis.  Based on the monitoring results, the WMO secretariat continued to coordinate with Members actions for improvements.  The second CBS/GCOS Expert Meeting on the Coordination of the GSN and GUAN (Asheville, USA, 28 to 30 September 2005) had reviewed the operational status of GCOS networks and developed specific recommendations on actions to be taken to improve the availability and quality of GSN and GUAN data.  CBS Rapporteur on AMDAR matters had accomplished a survey on the status of integration of AMDAR Programme in the GOS operations and Members’ requirements for the appropriate training activities.  Newly established CBS Co-rapporteurs on the impact of new instrumentation on the GOS have started a comprehensive survey on the introduction of new instruments and technologies in the GOS.  The overall GOS performance issues including its evolution will be discussed in details at the upcoming CBS ET-EGOS meeting (Jul 06) and CBS ICT-IOS meeting (Sept 06).
IMOP contribution

Instrument Intercomparisons:

The WMO Field Intercomparison of RI Instruments, Vigna di Valle, Italy, mid 2007 – mid 2008, and the WMO Field Intercomparison of Thermometer Screen/Shields and Humidity Measuring Instruments, Ghardaïa, Algeria, beginning 2007 – beginning 2008.
The Permanent Representatives of Members and the Hydro-Meteorological Equipment Industry Association were informed on the planning of the intercomparison in March 2006. The Questionnaire I to potential participants was distributed and resulting proposal for participating instrument evaluated by the International Organizing Committee (IOC). Final list of selected instruments for the intercomparison was approved by the chairman of the IOC. The second mored detailed Questionnaire II will be distributed to selected participants by the end of June to allow proper design of the data acquisition system for the intercomparison and siting of the individual instruments.
Training and capacity building activities:

Event 1: WMO Training Workshop on Metrology for the RA VI (South-East Europe), Ljubljana, Slovenia, 10-11 April 2006. 

The outcome: Training of the operational staff, working in the field of the instrument maintenance and calibration, in basic metrology principles, measurements techniques and calibration of basic instruments and on how to conduct tests and comparisons. Improved traceability of measurements to SI standards.

Event 2: WMO Training Workshop on Metrology for the RA VI (Central and East Europe), Bratislava, Slovakia, 12-13 April 2006. 

The outcome: Training of the operational staff, working in the field of the instrument maintenance and calibration, in basic metrology principles, measurements techniques and calibration of basic instruments and on how to conduct tests and comparisons. Improved traceability of measurements to SI standards.

Event 3: WMO Training Workshop on Metrology for the RA I (Africa) English speaking countries, Cairo, Egypt, 22-26 April 2006. 

The outcome: Training of the operational staff, working in the field of the instrument maintenance and calibration, in basic metrology principles, measurements techniques and calibration of basic instruments and on how to conduct tests and comparisons. Improved traceability of measurements to SI standards.

Event 4: WMO Training Workshop on Upper-Air Observations for RA III (South America), Buenos Aires, Argentina, 8-12 May 2006. 

The outcome: Improving knowledge and skills of operational personnel in performing the Upper-air observations through both theoretical and practical lessons in collaboration with the private instrument industry. Improved quality of upper-air data.

Coordination with other tasks of committees

GEO Member Potential Contributions Reported to date

ECMWF

Through OSEs (Observing System Experiments) currently run with EUCOS (assessment of the impact of various components of the terrestrial observing system).

Portugal 

The Instituto de Meteorologia (IM) is organizing the 4th International Conference on Automatic Weather Stations (AWS) to take place in Lisbon, in May 2006, which aims at promoting the standardization of surface observing techniques with AWS. This meeting is expected to produce some guidelines to be presented at CIMO (Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation) session, to be held in December 2006, in the framework of WMO programmes WWW/GOS. As a Eumetnet Member State, IM is also contributing to the promotion of stable operational WWW networks (surface and upper-air), both as a data provider/stations operator and as a financial contributor to EUCOS (Eumetnet Composite Observing System).

Italy 

Full participation and compliance to WMO GOS and WWW.

WMO (2006-2008 activities)

- OSY. Improvement of the structure and operation of the Surface-Based Subsystem of the GOS, better meeting the requirements of other programmes/organizations. To ensure a systematic evaluation of the GOS performance based on WWW monitoring results, assistance and promotion of individual and collective efforts of Members to rehabilitate and strengthen observational programmes, especially in developing countries.  Coordination activities related to the accomplishment of the Implementation Plan for Evolution of Surface- and Space-based Subsystems of the GOS in Member countries.  To support and coordinate studies and activities related the development of future GOS as an advanced, cost-effective and operationally reliable composite observing system. Expected outcomes include: (i) statistics on the implementation of RBSN and RBCN obtained from the WWW monitoring exercises.; (ii) results of surveys on how NMHSs, through WMO technical guidance and cooperation projects, have been enabled to strengthen their observational programmes, including the introduction of new observing systems and instruments.  

- IMOP1. (i) Ensure worldwide homogeneity of Rainfall Intensity (RI) data and compatibility of RI instruments, through the WMO Field Intercomparison of RI Instruments, Vigna di Valle, Italy, mid 2007 – mid 2008. (ii) Planning of the intercomparison, including the selection of RI and reference instruments. Field site preparation including the development of a data acquisition system. Preparation of laboratories for prior intercomparison calibration of participating instruments. 

- IMOP2. (i) Ensure worldwide homogeneity of Temperature (T) and Humidity (U) data and compatibility of related instruments, through the WMO Field Intercomparison of Thermometer Screen/Shields and Humidity Measuring Instruments, Ghardaïa, Algeria, beginning 2007 – beginning 2008. (ii) Planning of the intercomparison, including the selection of screen/shields, humidity and reference shields and instruments. Field site preparation including the development of a data acquisition system. Preparation of laboratories for prior intercomparison calibration of participating instruments.

Germany

Mr Rösner to provide a link to GCOS and UNFCCC/ SBSTA in his function as Issue Leader for 'systematic observation' of the EU EG Science.

Japan

NICT: Promotion of the sensing network project for monitoring mega-city environment

AIST: Promote the (SKYNET cooperated) processing of the atmosphere observation data of a ground observation system (PEN) for satellite image validation by a GeoGRID system

Relevant EC Projects

