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Summary and purpose of document

Document provides a review of activities planned for TECO 2006


Action proposed

The Management Group Is invited to take information on TECO-2006 activities into account in adjusting the programme of Technical Conference as appropriate.

3.2
Review and Discuss Activities Planned for TECO 2006

1.
The World Meteorological Organization is organizing, under the auspices of the

Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observations (CIMO), the Technical Conference on

Meteorological and Environmental Instruments and Methods of Observation (TECO-2006).

TECO-2006 will be held in Geneva from 4 to 6 December 2006 and will precede the fourteenth

Session of CIMO (Geneva, 7-14 December 2006).

2.
As the regular budget of WMO contains no provisions for interpretation services, TECO-2006 would most likely be conducted in English only. However, if sufficient extrabudgetary funds can be mobilized, some limited interpretation services may be arranged.

3. The theme for TECO-2006 is “Innovations In Observing Systems And Practices To Meet The Evolving Needs Of Members”.  The acting President of CIMO will present the keynote address. 

4. An announcement of TECO-2006 was distributed on 15th March 2006 and called for abstracts of papers. The selection of papers for oral presentations or poster displays will be undertaken by an International Programme Committee (IPC), chaired by Dr R.P. Canterford (Australia), acting president of CIMO. Other IPC members are: Dr J. Nash, K. H. Klapheck, Dr J. van der Meulen, R. Dombrowsky, A. Ivanov, E. Bazira, H. Zhou and Dr. C.B. Baker. The IPC will need to determine a timeline for the selection of papers for inclusion at TECO-2006
5. Subjects to be discussed at TECO-2006 include:

a. New developments and operational experience with surface observation technology and national networks – the suggested keynote speaker is Dr J. van der Meulen;

b. New developments and operational experience with upper-air observation technology – the suggested keynote speaker is Mrs Gaffard;

c. Quality management, calibration, testing and comparison of instruments and observing systems – the suggested keynote speaker is M. Leroy;

d. Technology transfer, capacity building, training and development of the Regional Instrument and Regional Radiation Centers – the suggested keynote speaker is Dr. J. Gorman;

e. Trends and challenges: national to international networks (Global Earth Observing System of Systems, Disaster Prevention and Mitigation, WMO Quality Management Framework WMO Information System) – the suggested keynote speaker is Dr. J. Nash; 

f. Evolving needs of members.

6. Chairpersons for each session will need to be identified and the suggested keynote papers (and speakers) will need to be confirmed. 

7. Noting that CIMO XIV takes place immediately after TECO-2006, it has been suggested that the first two days of TECO-2006 be devoted to lectures and poster presentations with the third day allocated to facilitate discussion on strategic items of the CIMO-XIV Agenda.
8. The suggested Agenda for the third day (6 December 2006) is similar to that planned for CIMO-XIV:
PART I
Session 1:
New Developments and Operational Experience with Surface Observation Technology

Session 2:
New Developments and Operational Experience with Upper-Air Observation Technology 

Session 3:
Quality Management, Calibration, Testing and Comparison Of Instruments and Observing Systems 

Session 4:
Technology Transfer, Capacity Building, Training And Development Of RICs

PART II

Session 6:
Trends And Challenges (Geo, DPM, WMO QM Framework, WIS)

Session 7:
Evolving Needs of Members 


Session 8:
Strategic Directions (Round Table Discussion)
