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Summary and purpose of document

This document summarizes the status of update of the CIMO Guide and a new proposal for updating procedure.

Action proposed

The MG is invited to consider the information provided in this document and decide on the future updating procedure for CIMO Guide.

3.4.5 REPORT ON THE CIMO GUIDE UPDATING PROCEDURES

Status on the Seventh edition of the CIMO Guide

1. Work on the update of the CIMO Guide started in January 2002 and finished in December 2005. 42 experts from 17 countries worked on the update of 32 chapters and on drafting two new chapters on Urban and Road Observations. All changes and proposals were approved by the pre-editor (Mr Ralph Pannet), the technical editors (selected CIMO MG members) and, ultimately, the language service in the WMO Secretariat according to CIMO MG-1 guidance. The master version is kept by the Secretariat. Preliminary release of the Seventh edition of the CIMO Guide was published on the CIMO/IMOP website in March 2006 and distributed to Permanent Representatives in May 2006 for comments. Received comments will be evaluated by technical editors and consolidated by the chairman of the ET on CIMO Guide. The WMO Secretariat will prepare the final version for consideration and approval by CIMO-XIV.
2. Technical editors identified the need for additional update of some parts of the CIMO Guide. Those were referred to the chairman of the ET on CIMO Guide for the next updates. The current process of updating the CIMO Guide is slow (The sixth edition was published in 1996). The user requirements are to implement changes in the Guide as they are needed, therefore the whole updating process should be reconsidered.

3. All changes and proposals were edited electronically and submitted to the WMO language service. Difficulty was encountered due to the inability to track changes to the master copy of the sixth edition of the CIMO Guide. This is because the editorial section works with a desktop publishing software (QuarkXpress) that is incompatible with the MS WORD used by CIMO editors, but which allows the versatility needed to produce WMO publications.

Proposals for new updating procedures

4. The new procedures should be based on the following assumptions:

a. Update/revision of the Guide is initiated as soon as a sound proposal is submitted.

b. Responsibility for any actions for update/revision lies within the ET on the CIMO Guide.

c. The chairman of the ET on the CIMO Guide coordinates activities with the Secretariat, especially for substantial updates/revisions when a paid pre-editor is needed or when a task to update/revise of a particular part of the Guide is needed to be addressed by an expert requiring payment.

d. Technical editors are selected by the relevant OPAG Co-chairpersons and approved by the President of CIMO.

e. The chairman of the ET on the CIMO Guide submits updates/revisions to the Secretariat in a form of tracked text (both hard copy and electronic) of the current version. The Secretariat will, in this way, assure the traceability to older versions.

f. The CIMO President approves updates/revisions on behalf of the CIMO-MG as a preliminary issue.

g. The Permanent Representatives are requested to provide their comments to the preliminary issue.  Their comments are consolidated by technical editors and the chairman of the ET on the CIMO Guide. 

h. The CIMO President approves updates/revisions for publication on behalf of the Commission.

i. The Secretariat publishes the relevant parts (pages) of the Guide as supplements.

j. A report is provided to regular sessions of CIMO for information.

5. The future working structure of the CIMO should, therefore, include the ET on CIMO Guide or the Rapporteur on the CIMO Guide with a responsibility for future updates/revisions of the Guide.

