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	Summary and Purpose of Document
This document summarizes the status and requirements of the WMO DPM Programme in relationship to the IMOP and the activities of CIMO.



ACTION PROPOSED


The meeting is invited to note this information, in particular with regard to their own or their OPAG and ET deliverables; and how they can or should relate to the DPM (now referred to as the Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Programme).   

References:
1.
Abridged Final Report with Resolutions of the Fifty-ninth Session of the WMO Executive Council (WMO-No. 1027).
2. Symposium on Early Warning Systems for Integrated Disaster Risk Management, 23-24 May 2006, Geneva.

3. “Strengthening National and Regional Partnerships in Disaster Risk Reduction” 11 May 2007 as a side meeting to Congress XV.
4. NHMSs’ Participation in Disaster Risk Reduction Coordination Mechanisms and Early Warning Systems, 26-28 November 2007, Geneva.

DISCUSSION

1. The Position of DPM (Disaster Prevention and Mitigation) Coordinator was established at CIMO XIV to act as a focal point for these activities in relation to CIMO deliverables.  Clearly CIMO plays a major role in all DPM components, Mitigation/prevention, Preparedness, Response and Recovery.  It may not be obvious for some of the four categories, but if we consider CIMO’s role in climate, the drought and climate change aspects are critical to mitigation and preparedness.  With respect to drought, accurate measurements of rainfall in particular is often used in determining the “recovery” that is assisted by government grants.  Often NHMSs become involved in this aspect for their governments and CIMO deliverables from the rainfall and temperature measurement and standardisation are important.
2. At our last Management Group meeting, Dr Maryam Golnaraghi, Chief of the WMO Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Programme interacted with members and subsequently included observations as a key part of the DRR Programme.  This relationship with CIMO has continued to be effective.  We should continue to emphasise the role of CIMO in DRR in all WMO activities, such as the next TECO.  The reason is that we must ensure that NHMSs’ are recognized and therefore maintain relevance for ongoing and new resources support.   
3. There have been three recent major WMO meetings that we need to note.  They are included in the references (2-4) to this report.  The Symposium on Early Warning Systems for Integrated Disaster Risk Management, 23-24 May 2006, Geneva was very comprehensive and highlighted the increasing risks in a changing climate.  It emphasised the essential elements of effective early warning systems, which have a core requirement for our CIMO work.  As a recent example, the Tsunami Early Warning Systems being developed by many NHMS’s that are vulnerable to tsunami are now relying on expertise from the NHMSs’ observations experts who work within the CIMO community.
4. As pointed out by the DRR Programme, WMO is working together with UNESCO-IOC, ISDR and other key partners at the international, regional, and national levels to contribute its relevant capabilities to the development of end-to-end tsunami early warning systems in the Indian Ocean and other regions at risk.  I have also been involved in Tsunami EWS systems for the Pacific and Indian Oceans and have represented WMO at various fora.  This has assisted in promoting the CIMO role in Deep Ocean and sea level instrumentation and the CBS role in the GTS.  We in WMO need to establish effective tsunami early warning systems within a multihazard framework, particularly related to national multi-hazards alert and response mechanisms. 
5. As a deliverable requested at CIMO XIV, and confirmed at the associated MG meeting, (fourth), CIMO agreed to lead an intercomparison of tsunami monitoring instruments.  Australia is currently well into planning and purchasing instruments for this intercomparison.  It will be reported as plans are further developed.  I have also visited Timor-Leste and discussed the substantial capacity building requirements for that new country with policy makers and scientists in conjunction with the DRR Programme and IOC (a full report is available on request).
6. As reported at the 2006 EWS Symposium (ref 2), and reiterated at the 15th Congress side-meeting (ref 3), and the recent EWS meeting as recently as November last year (ref 4), economic losses related to natural disasters grew to almost USD 500 Billion in the last decade, with 80% being due to hydrometeorological disasters as opposed to geological disasters (eg earthquake and landslides).  Hence the economic impact means that WMO and CIMO instruments have “buy-in” that is very significant to Members.  I would therefore suggest that we highlight this aspect of our work, especially when establishing TORs for intercomparisons and standardisation of instruments. 
7. At the Cg XV side meeting (ref 3), the DRR Work Plan for 2008-2011 was used to discuss opportunities for partnerships with the ISDR System and other international and regional agencies for leveraging resources, capacities and expertise.  At the meeting the ISDR Secretariat presented mechanisms for strengthening participation of NHMSs in disaster risk reduction planning and coordination.  They stressed opportunities through the national committees and platforms for disaster risk reduction.  CIMO has a role for strengthened collaboration and better utilisation of scientific and technical information for Member decision makers.  The World Bank provided latest information on the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR), and presented opportunities for improving NMHSs’ capacities and systems in support of disaster risk reduction. 

8. Also, the UNDP has a Global Risk Identification Programme (GRIP), which has many development and funding agencies.  UNDP itself has highlighted the need for development of standard tools, methodologies and capacities for hydrometeorological hazard analysis and risk assessment.  CIMO must be aware, and inform Members about these initiatives between the WMO DRR Programme and GRIP – I noted that the discussion is usually about strengthening flood and drought risk assessment, but we need to be continually including in the discussion the role of instruments in all these activities – our rainfall intensity intercomparison and its importance for floods, as well as the role of surface measurement technology for droughts.  Without strong scientific input to this type of national planning and decision making the communities and long term policy will be fragile.  

9. Preparedness and awareness programmes in support of early warnings and educational programmes need to include instrument discussions, including maintenance and the recognised role of CIMO established Regional Instrument Centres.  

10. Indeed, as pointed out by the DRR Programme, WMO’s extensive observational networks use the latest technologies and telecommunication capabilities.  “Every day, at any hour of the day, it monitors hazards and disseminates relevant information. Up-to-the-minute satellite images and coordinated scientific assessments alert the public at risk as well as leaders in the public and private sectors to imminent hazards, whether they are floods or droughts, blasting sand storms or creeping temperature. WMO will work with its partners to ensure that the contents and formats of its hazard monitoring datasets optimally match those needed in risk assessment modelling”.  We need to ensure that CIMO is recognised as the major contributor to the integrity of the observational networks, both within WMO EC and other national and Regional fora, otherwise WMO and communities will take this work for granted and resources necessary for intercomparisons and new instruments will “dry up”.

11. As mentioned above, observations are also a key element of the new early warning systems (for applications in health, agriculture, transportation, energy, water management) that are becoming more necessary for modern society: they have been inadequately covered in the past, and are underpinning new capabilities to extend early warnings of these hazards, from the next hour to longer, climate timescales. 

12. In summary, as can be seen above, there is a great deal of activity in the WMO DRR Programme that relates to CIMO and our current deliverables (in particular para 6).  We need to stay on top of these developments to keep our work visible and relevant.  As the DRR Coordinator I will attempt to carry this task further.
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