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Instrument Intercomparisons
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	Summary and Purpose of Document
This document summarizes the status of presently undergoing instrument intercomparisons and points at some issues related to their organization.



ACTION PROPOSED


The meeting is invited to note this information, to provide guidance relative to the intercomparison taking place in Algeria and the proposal of Croatia and to take this information into account in the planning of future intercomparisons.
References:
1.
Abridged Final Report with Resolutions of the Fifty-ninth Session of the WMO Executive Council (WMO-No. 1027).
2. Final Report of the CIMO Expert Team on Surface-Based Instrument Intercomparisons, Fourth Session, Ghardaïa, Algeria, 19-23 March 2007.

DISCUSSION

Undergoing Intercomparisons
1.
The WMO Field Intercomparisons of Rainfall Intensity Gauges started officially in Vigna di Valle, Italy on 1st October 2007. The data analyst that followed the project at the beginning decided to resign from the project, since she had a job offer overseas. A replacement was found, who is working in Rome, which is very close to the field site and enables optimal collaboration with the site staff. The International Organizing Committee is having regular teleconferences on the conduct and evaluation of this intercomparison.

2.
The preparation of the WMO Combined Intercomparison of Thermometer Screens/Shield in conjunction with Humidity Measuring Instruments taking place in Ghardaia, Algeria is still ongoing. The instruments were received and partly mounted. However, subsequent problems with power availability caused major problems, since some instruments are still not operationally connected. The situation is problematic for a number of reasons:

· Progresses are very slow and it is starting to be questionable whether this intercomparison will really take place in an acceptable future.

· The laboratory calibration of the instruments was valid for one year and is now expiring.

· The custom importation duration was for one year and is also expiring.
· Communication with the local responsible person is not always easy: it is difficult to obtain information on the state of things and details of the problems.  

The International Organizing Committee, during the regular teleconferences it has on the WMO Field Intercomparisons of Rainfall Intensity Gauges, addressed the matter and proposed that the Chair of the International Organizing Committee, together with the WMO Secretariat, writes a letter to the new Permanent Representative of Algeria to ensure that the new leadership is still supporting this activity, to obtain clear contact point/responsible of intercomparison as seen by new leadership and expected  timelines of effective intercomparison.
Other Intercomparisons

3. 
A subregional intercomparison of pyranometer for South-Eastern Europe took place in Split, Croatia from 22 July to 6 August 2007. It was organized by the Meteorological and Hydrological service of Croatia. The evaluation of the results is still undergoing in collaboration with the Rapporteur on Regional Aspects of Instrument Development, Related Training and Capacity Building, Dr. I. Zahumensky and in collaboration with the World Radiation Centre, W. Finsterle. The Secretariat proposed that the organizers of the intercomparison should aim at publishing the results as a report in the IOM Reports Series after review and approval by the relevant CIMO Expert Team(s).
Future Intercomparisons
4.
The Meteorological and Hydrological service of Croatia is now proposing to host a Subregional Intercomparison of the National Reference Pyrheliometer for the RA VI Members from the South-Eastern Europe, which is preliminary planned for September 2008. Some discussions took place between the Secretariat and the organizers to understand the real scope and planning of the intercomparison and the possible financial implications it could have. The Secretariat is generally supportive of such undertaking, but fears that the lack of funds available to support this event might make this intercomparison not very relevant due to a possible lack of participation. 
5.
The ET-SBII&CM proposed to organize and conduct the WMO Combined Intercomparison of Thermometer Screens/Shields in Conjunction with Humidity Measurements in an arctic environment in Iqaluit, on Baffin Island, Territory of Nunavut, Canada, planned to begin in mid 2009, with a tentative schedule as follows: 
· Selection of instruments: 2nd half 2008-2009; 

· Site preparation: Summers 2008 and 2009; 

· Delivery of instruments to Canada in preparation for the spring sealift to the site: 1st quarter 2010; 

· Delivery to the site and installation of instruments: mid 2010; 

· Intercomparison: October 2010-Sept 2011; 

· Final report: 1st quarter 2012. 

It should be noted that this intercomparison was meant to follow the intercomparison of Ghardaia. It should also be noted that at present there are no funds available in the regular WMO budget to support this intercomparison.

Recommendatioin of EC-LIX

6.
EC-LIX recommended that intercomparison efforts be extended to “test-bed” observing system evaluations where mixes of ground-based in situ and remote-sensing systems could be evaluated to best meet user requirements for increased temporal and spatial resolution of upper-air measurements;
___________________
